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INTRODUCTION 


» 


The  Central  Committee  met  briefly  in  McGaw  Hall  at  Northwestern  University 
during  the  Assembly  in  order  to  appoint  a  Nominations  Committee.  The  regular 
meetings  began  on  the  evening  of  August  31st  and  continued  through  the  afternoon 
of  September  2nd  and  were  held  in  the  Great  Hall  of  the  First  Methodist  Church 
in  Evanston.  This  Church  extended  to  the  Central  Committee  the  same  gracious 
hospitality  that  it  had  accorded  to  the  Second  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  On  the  evening  of  August  31st  the  members  of  the  Central  Committee 
were  the  guests  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  at  a  reception  after  which  a  service 
of  worship  was  conducted  by  the  Reverend  Harold  Bosley.  Other  services  during 
the  Committee  Meeting  were  held  in  the  Chapel  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  and 
were  conducted  by  Bishop  Henry  Knox  Sherrill,  Reverend  Peter  K.  Dagadu,  Bishop 
Hanns  Lilje  and  Dr.  Franklin  Clark  Fry. 


* 
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Minutes  of  the  Seventh  Meeting  of  the 
Central  Committee 

Evanston,  (Ill.)?  U.S.A. 

August  27th,  31st,  September  1st,  2nd,  1954 


1.  Appointment  of  Nominations  Committee 

On  Friday,  August  27th,  at  5.30  p.m.,  a  meeting  was  held  of  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  convened  by  the  General  Secretary. 

Archbishop  Brilioth  proposed  that  the  following  be  appointed  to  act  as  a  Nomi¬ 
nations  Committee  to  bring  in  proposals  for  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman  and  General 
Secretary  to  the  session  of  the  Central  Committee  on  August  31st : 

Chairman  :  Bishop  H.  Fuglsang-Damgaard 
Members  :  Dr.  G.  W.  Buckner,  Jr. 

Professor  H.  d’Espine 
Bishop  L.  De  Mel 
Professor  G.  Florovsky 

This  proposal  was  accepted. 

2.  Opening  at  First  Methodist  Church 

On  August  31st,  the  Bishop  of  Chichester,  as  Honorary  President,  was  asked  to 
preside  until  the  election  of  the  Chairman.  He  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

3.  Attendance 

(See  Appendix  I). 

4.  Report  of  Nominations  Committee  concerning  appointment  of  Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman  and  General  Secretary 

The  Chairman  of  the  Nominations  Committee,  Bishop  Fuglsang-Damgaard, 
proposed  the  following  names  : 

Chairman  :  Dr.  Franklin  Clark  Fry 

Vice-Chairman  :  Dr.  Ernest  Payne 

General  Secretary  :  Dr.  W.  A.  Visser  *t  Hooft 

All  three  were  unanimously  elected  by  the  Central  Committee.  At  a  later  time 
it  was  decided  that  these  three  be  asked  to  serve  until  the  next  Assembly. 

Dr.  Franklin  Clark  Fry  expressed  his  gratitude  to  the  Central  Committee  and 
said  that  he  was  aware  of  the  great  responsibility  placed  upon  him.  He  felt  it  was 
a  wholesome  thing  to  be  given  responsibility  beyond  one’s  capacity  for  that  threw 
one  into  the  arms  of  God.  Dr.  Payne  said  that  his  election  had  come  quite 
unexpectedly,  but  he  realised  that  one  did  not  refuse  to  accept  responsibility  in  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  The  General  Secretary  expressed  his  gratitude  for 
the  privilege  of  devoting  his  life  to  a  cause  to  which  he  could  give  himself  completely. 
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He  paid  tribute  to  his  colleagues  on  the  staff  and  especially  to  Dr.  Robert  Mackie 
and  Dr.  O.  Frederick  Nolde.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Central  Committee 
would  not  expect  him  to  do  all  the  leading,  since  it  was  dangerous  for  one  person 
to  have  too  much  responsibility. 

5.  Appointment  to  Sub-Committees 

a )  On  Nominations  :  It  was  agreed  that  the  Committee  which  had  already 
brought  in  the  names  of  the  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman  and  General  Secretary 
would  be  asked  to  continue  as  an  ad  hoc  Nominations  Committee  for  that  meeting 
of  the  Central  Committee.  Dr.  Kozaki  of  Japan  and  Prof.  Roberts  of  Great  Britain 
were  added  to  the  Committee. 

b )  On  Staffing  :  The  following  were  elected  to  act  as  an  ad  hoc  Sub-Committee 
on  Staffing  : 

Principal  R.  B.  Lew 
Mr.  Francis  P.  Miller 
Dr.  M.  Niemo ELLER 
Mr.  R.  D.  Paul 
Dr.  Ernest  Payne 
Reverend  R.  D.  Say 

c)  On  Assembly  Procedure :  The  following  were  asked  to  meet  to  discuss  the 
whole  question  of  Assembly  procedure  : 

Reverend  Jono  Augusto  do  Amaral 
Dr.  Hendrikus  Berkhof 
Dr.  Kathleen  Bliss 
Reverend  Vladimir  S.  Borichevsky 
Archimandrite  Ieronimos  Cotsonis 
Pastor  Pierre  Maury 
Bishop  Johannes  Smemo 
Bishop  Emanuel  Sobrepena 
Father  Makary  El  Souriany 

6.  Official  Report  of  the  Second  Assembly 

Dr.  Bilheimer  reported  on  the  plans  for  the  Evanston  Volume  which  would  have 
five  major  sections  :  (1)  A  brief  historical  statement ;  (2)  a  narrative  section  describ¬ 
ing  the  Assembly  ;  (3)  the  action  on  the  main  theme  and  the  sections  ;  (4)  the  action 
of  the  committees ;  (5)  the  official  listings.  Arrangements  had  already  been  made 
for  the  publication  of  this  volume  in  the  U.S.A.  To  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  report  were  to  be  published  immediately,  the  reply  was  given  that  plans  to  do 
so  in  the  U.S.A.  called  for  publication  as  soon  as  possible.  It  was  also  suggested 
that  publication  be  made  outside  the  U.S.A. 

7.  Appraisal  of  Assembly  Procedures 

Bishop  Dun  said  some  delegates  had  felt  that  a  few  did  most  of  the  talking  in 
the  plenary  sessions.  He  felt  the  procedure  for  getting  reports  out  had  been  cumber¬ 
some  and  wondered  whether  it  was  necessary  for  the  whole  Assembly  to  consider 
all  reports  section  by  section.  The  method  of  holding  hearings  was  promising.  He 
felt  there  had  been  two  somewhat  conflicting  interests  at  Evanston,  the  “together¬ 
ness”  of  the  Assembly  and  public  relations.  In  the  future  it  might  be  desirable  to 
have  the  meeting  in  a  place  where  the  delegates  could  be  by  themselves  more  often. 
Too  much  in  the  way  of  reports  and  recommendations  seemed  to  come  from  the 
top  down.  There  had  not  often  been  much  chance  for  the  grass-roots  to  speak. 
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He  suggested  that  a  brief  questionnaire  be  sent  to  all  delegates  asking  for  their 
evaluation  of  the  Assembly. 

Dr.  Lund-Quist  expressed  concern  for  those  whose  language  was  not  English. 
He  also  felt  that  many  might  have  been  confused  by  the  dominance  of  Anglo-Saxon 
parliamentary  procedure. 

Dr.  Niemoeller  felt  the  tempo  was  far  too  fast  for  non-English  speaking  delegates. 
More  free  time  would  be  desirable.  There  was  little  opportunity  for  personal  con¬ 
tacts.  The  translation  had  not  been  completely  satisfactory  and  the  translators  had 
been  overworked.  On  the  whole  however,  the  Assembly  had  been  a  great  experience. 

Bishop  Lilje  regretted  that  votes  had  been  taken  on  central  theological  questions. 
He  noted  that  few  non-English  speaking  delegates  had  taken  part  in  the  discussion 
in  plenary  session.  The  problem  was  one  of  mentality  as  well  as  of  language.  Some 
had  felt  too  much  advance  work  had  been  done  and  that  little  was  left  for  the 
Assembly  itself. 

Dr.  Baillie  felt  however  that  the  non-English  speaking  had  participated  very  fully 
in  the  discussion,  particularly  in  the  main  theme  groups,  committees,  and  sections. 

Father  Florovsky  noted  the  deeper  problems  of  communication  and  terms  of 
reference  in  an  ecumenical  meeting.  The  real  problem  was  one  of  difference  of 
experience. 

Dr.  Judd  was  amazed  that  the  Assembly  had  accomplished  as  much  as  it  had. 
He  felt  reports  might  be  shortened  and  suggested  that  general  discussion  precede 
the  final  drafting. 

Dr.  Niesel  advocated  avoiding  so  much  preparation  that  the  appearance  might 
be  given  that  the  Assembly  was  pre-arranged.  The  method  used  at  Evanston  in 
choosing  the  presidents  and  adopting  the  message  had  strengthened  the  impression 
that  the  ordinary  delegate  had  little  voice.  He  suggested  that  persons  who  speak 
more  than  one  language  should  be  chosen  as  section  chairmen.  The  programme 
had  been  over-burdened.  All  concerns  did  not  need  to  be  studied  at  each  assembly. 
Evanston  had  been  too  crowded  with  visitors. 

Mr.  Taft  felt  all  views  had  not  been  represented  in  the  preparatory  discussion, 
in  particular  the  viewpoint  of  the  laity.  Delegates  were  for  the  most  part  interested 
in  all  sections.  Reports  might  well  come  to  the  Assembly  and  then  go  back  to  the 
sections.  Detailed  drafting  in  plenary  should  be  avoided. 

Bishop  Sherrill  felt  that  theological  questions  should  not  be  voted  on  by  the 
Assembly. 

Dr.  Wagner  felt  that  too  many  theologians  had  been  involved  in  the  preparatory 
work.  More  laymen  and  ordinary  pastors  were  needed.  Working  committee  reports 
should  be  handled  in  one  way,  and  section  reports  in  another.  He  suggested  that 
the  drafting  committee  of  a  section  give  out  its  draft  document  in  advance,  hold 
a  hearing,  and  then  choose  the  people  who  should  speak  in  the  plenary  session. 
Some  other  screening  process  might  be  found. 

Prof.  d’Espine  proposed  the  use  of  a  secret  ballot.  He  agreed  that  more  laymen 
were  needed  in  the  preparatory  work.  He  regretted  that  carefully  prepared  docu¬ 
ments  were  submitted  to  such  hurried  consideration.  He  expressed  the  “utopian” 
hope  that  some  of  the  documents  might  be  written  in  French  or  German  and  then 
be  translated  into  English.  Most  World  Council  documents  in  French  or  German 
now  sounded  like  translations  from  English. 

Bishop  Oxnam  did  not  feel  that  the  Assembly  had  used  the  American  parlia¬ 
mentary  procedure.  He  advocated  more  adequate  rules  for  business  in  plenary 
sessions.  The  same  pattern  need  not  be  followed  in  all  places  where  the  Assembly 
might  meet. 

Bishop  Sobrepena  appreciated  the  representative  nature  of  all  Assembly  groups. 
He  warned  against  too  much  steering  of  the  discussion  by  the  chairman  and  secretary 
of  the  section,  and  also  cautioned  against  allowing  those  who  speak  easily  to  monop¬ 
olize  the  discussion.  Time  might  also  be  given  during  the  Assembly  for  regional  as 
well  as  confessional  meetings. 
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Dr.  Reuben  Nelson  said  no  opportunity  had  been  given  for  people  to  speak  on 
subjects  brought  up  during  the  course  of  debate  in  plenary  sessions.  He  felt  that 
the  valuable  discussion  in  the  groups  should  be  made  use  of  in  the  plenary  meetings. 

Pastor  Pierre  Maury  said  it  had  to  be  admitted  that  more  than  two  thirds  of 
any  Assembly  would  speak  English.  It  was  tiring  nevertheless  for  the  non-English 
speaking  people  to  use  headphones  constantly.  More  time  should  be  given  to 
sections  where  discussion  was  freer.  Some  unprepared  moments  in  a  plenary  session 
were  good  for  the  Assembly.  Everything  should  not  be  so  well  prepared  in  advance 
that  no  place  was  left  for  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Professor  Alivisatos  felt  that  the  agenda  had  been  overcrowded. 

Dr.  Baillie  suggested  that  all  documents  and  reports  be  prepared  and  considered 
by  the  Assembly  sections,  only  received  by  the  Assembly.  Voting  might  take  place 
only  on  specific  resolutions  brought  forth  by  the  sections.  The  agenda  of  the  Assembly 
did  not  afford  time  to  prepare  a  document  adequately. 

Dr.  Visser  ’t  Hooft  cautioned  against  overemphasizing  parliamentary  procedure 
or  copying  other  secular  or  religious  bodies.  The  World  Council  of  Churches  was 
not  a  parliament  and  needed  to  develop  its  own  procedures.  He  also  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  Main  Theme  of  Evanston  would  continue  to  be  an  object  of  study 
and  conversation. 

8.  Resolution  of  Section  IV 

The  Bishop  of  Chichester  referred  to  the  Appeal  concerning  the  international 
situation  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  Assembly  and  the  accompanying  resolution 
as  to  its  disposition.  He  suggested  that  the  procedure  be  (a)  to  ask  delegates  to 
communicate  the  statement  to  their  own  churches  in  any  way  they  chose,  (b)  to 
appoint  one  or  more  persons  to  present  it  personally  to  the  National  Councils 
of  Churches  in  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  (c)  to  appoint  one  or  more 
persons  to  take  such  steps  as  might  seem  most  suitable  to  present  it  to  the  churches 
of  the  U.S.S.R.  He  felt  that  the  delegates  of  the  churches  in  Hungary  and  Czecho¬ 
slovakia  might  make  inquiries  as  to  when  a  delegation  might  be  welcome  in  Moscow. 
It  should  be  clearly  indicated  how  the  resolution  was  being  presented  to  the  churches 
in  the  U.S.A.  and  Great  Britain.  He  suggested  that  three  persons  might  be  appointed 
to  make  this  personal  presentation  and  felt  that  one  of  the  delegation  should  be  an 
American. 

Dr.  Hromadka  considered  this  step  most  encouraging.  He  said  that  the  Czecho¬ 
slovak  delegates  would  give  the  resolution  at  once  to  the  member  churches  in 
Czechoslovakia  and  also  try  to  see  that  it  was  presented  to  their  government.  He 
felt  that  because  of  the  friendly  relations  that  existed  between  the  leaders  of  the 
member  churches  in  his  country  and  the  leaders  of  the  Orthodox  Church  they  would 
be  able  to  ascertain  what  approach  should  be  made  to  the  Moscow  Patriarchate. 

Professor  Florovsky  said  that  he  did  not  see  why  a  personal  delegation  should 
be  sent  to  one  particular  group  of  non-member  churches.  He  felt  also  that  the 
resolution  should  be  sent  to  the  Vatican,  but  he  felt  that  in  all  cases  sending  the 
resolution  through  the  mail  was  adequate.  He  expressed  himself  very  strongly 
against  the  proposal  of  sending  a  special  delegation  to  the  Moscow  Patriarchate. 

The  Chairman  asked  whether  the  Committee  felt  that  the  Resolution  dealing 
with  the  disposition  of  the  Appeal  had  really  made  it  clear  that  a  deputation  should 
be  sent  and  wondered  whether  the  word  “delegation”  meant  personal  contacts. 
Dr.  Wagner  said  he  did  not  expect  a  deputation  to  come  to  his  church  but  that  the 
Resolution  read  literally  would  seem  to  require  that.  Archbishop  Michael  said  he 
felt  that  the  World  Council  of  Churches  should  express  its  sympathy  for  the  perse¬ 
cutions  which  the  people  in  Russia  suffered.  Col.  Miller  said  he  felt  that  he  could 
not  conscientiously  vote  to  send  a  delegation  to  the  head  of  a  church  which  he  was 
not  sure  was  free.  Bishop  Ward  asked  if  China  were  also  to  be  included,  in  which 
case  he  would  be  against  it. 
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Mr.  Taft  said  that  he  saw  no  harm  in  sending  a  delegation  to  any  church,  but 
he  could  not  see  how  the  World  Council  of  Churches  could  possibly  send  one  to 
all  churches.  Bishop  Dibelius  spoke  in  favour  of  the  proposal  and  thought  that 
Christians  should  always  take  the  initiative.  Dr.  Blake  suggested  that  the  delegates 
be  asked  to  be  the  representatives  to  the  member  churches.  Metropolitan  Juhanon 
did  not  think  the  decision  should  be  taken  on  the  grounds  of  what  possible  propa¬ 
ganda  use  might  be  made  of  any  visit  to  Russia.  Dr.  Pope  asked  if  the  other  resolu¬ 
tion  dealing  with  persecuted  Christians  (Resolution  3)  would  be  sent  together  with 
the  Appeal.  Archimandrite  Cotsonis  suggested  that  time  be  given  for  the  proposal 
to  be  studied. 

Archbishop  Michael  moved  the  following  resolution :  “That  we  express  our 
deep  and  brotherly  sympathy  with  all  the  persecuted  churches  under  communist 
regimes,  according  to  St.  Paul’s  word,  “if  one  member  suffers,  all  the  members  suffer 
with  it,  if  one  member  is  glorified,  all  the  members  rejoice.”  Several  members 
pointed  out  that  the  general  subject  of  persecuted  Christians  had  been  covered  in 
Resolution  3  presented  to  the  Assembly  by  Section  IV.  Dr.  Baillie  said  that  because 
of  this  resolution  he  could  not  vote  in  favour  of  Archbishop  Michael’s  resolution, 
since  the  subject  had  already  been  covered  by  the  Assembly,  a  higher  body  than 
the  Central  Committee.  Dr.  Niemoeller  moved  that  Resolution  3  be  also  sent  to 
the  churches. 

The  presidents,  the  chairman  and  the  general  secretary  were  asked  to  withdraw 
to  discuss  the  matter  with  Archbishop  Michael.  After  a  break,  during  which  prayers 
were  conducted  by  the  Reverend  P.  K.  Dagadu,  the  Bishop  of  Chichester  reported 
for  the  presidium.  He  said  that  all  realized  the  critical  nature  of  the  situation  in 
which  the  Committee  found  itself.  He  said  all  had  rejoiced  in  the  fellowship  which 
other  members  of  the  Assembly  had  had  with  the  Orthodox.  Therefore  he  regretted 
that  the  other  presidents  and  Archbishop  Michael  had  not  been  able  to  agree  on 
procedure.  He  said  Archbishop  Michael  had  made  it  clear  that  he  had  no  objection 
to  sending  a  delegation  to  the  U.S.S.R.  The  other  presidents,  however,  could  not 
agree  to  the  wording  of  his  motion.  Dr.  Bell  felt  that  it  was  not  the  purpose  at  this 
time  of  the  World  Council  to  pass  judgment  on  past  actions.  The  purpose  of  the 
Appeal  was  to  create  a  new  atmosphere  among  the  churches.  Archbishop  Michael, 
however,  felt  strongly  that  his  motion  should  be  put.  The  other  presidents  felt  that 
they  could  not  support  him  and  so  would  propose  an  amendment  to  his  motion. 
The  motion  of  Archbishop  Michael  was  then  put  to  the  Central  Committee. 
The  Bishop  of  Chichester  moved  that  the  motion  be  amended  as  follows  : 

To  strike  out  all  the  words  in  Archbishop  Michael’s  resolution  following 
the  word  “that”  and  to  substitute  the  words  “in  view  of  the  resolution  on  the 
continuing  suffering  and  disabilities  of  fellow  Christians  in  many  parts  of  the 
world  adopted  by  the  Assembly  on  August  30th,  this  Central  Committee  does 
not  think  it  essential  to  adopt  a  special  motion  at  this  time  on  the  subject  of 
persecution  in  Soviet  Russia.” 

The  amendment  to  the  motion  was  then  put  and  carried  by  a  large  majority, 
and  this  amended  resolution  was  declared  adopted. 

Archbishop  Michael  requested,  however,  that  a  direct  vote  be  taken  on  his 
resolution  specifically.  Dr.  Baillie  requested  that  the  two  motions  be  presented 
again  as  a  motion  and  counter-motion.  The  Central  Committee  agreed.  These 
two  motions  were  then  placed,  and  the  counter-motion  (i.  e.  the  Bishop  of  Chiches¬ 
ter’s)  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Niemoeller  withdrew  his  motion  to  include  Resolution  3  with  the  Appeal 
(Resolution  1).  The  Bishop  of  Chichester  was  then  requested  to  read  the  entire 
contents  of  the  Appeal.  He  pointed  out  that  the  main  point  of  the  Appeal  was  for 
a  change  in  the  spiritual  climate.  He  agreed  that  the  second  resolution  as  to  the 
disposition  of  the  first  had  not  been  clearly  worded.  The  original  intention  of  those 
bringing  the  resolution  to  the  section  had  been  that  a  delegation  should  be  sent  to 
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certain  countries  in  the  West  and  to  the  Soviet  Union.  It  had,  however,  been  decided 
that  it  was  wiser  to  ask  that  the  Appeal  go  :  (a)  to  all  member  churches,  (b)  to 
non-member  churches  and  (c)  to  the  churches  in  the  U.S.S.R.  in  particular,  and 
to  other  parts  of  the  world.  He  agreed  that  the  word  “delegation”  was  ambiguous. 
It  had  not  been  intended  to  imply  more  than  a  deputation,  but  he  felt  that  it  was 
the  clear  mind  of  the  Assembly  that  a  group  should  go  to  the  Soviet  Union  if  that 
were  possible.  He  therefore  moved  the  four  following  resolutions : 

1)  That  copies  of  the  Appeal  from  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
Resolution  following  be  sent  to  the  delegates  to  the  Second  Assembly  with  the 
request  that  they  should  officially  communicate  both  the  Appeal  and  the  Resolu¬ 
tion  to  their  Churches. 

2)  That  those  members  of  the  Central  Committee  who  were  members  of 
National  Councils  of  Churches  be  requested  to  arrange  for  the  presentation  of 
the  Appeal  from  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the  Resolution  following 
the  Appeal  to  the  National  Councils  of  Churches  in  their  countries  or  regions. 

3)  That  the  Honorary  President,  the  Chairman  of  the  Central  Committee 
and  the  General  Secretary  be  requested  to  take  suitable  steps  for  the  presentation 
of  the  Appeal  from  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the  Resolution  following 
the  Appeal  to  the  Churches  in  the  U.S.S.R. 

4)  That  it  be  understood  that  the  presentation  of  the  Appeal  and  the  Resolu¬ 
tion  as  set  out  in  (2)  and  (3)  above  should  be  by  personal  deputation,  if  possible. 

Mr.  Taft  asked  what  would  be  done  for  non-member  churches  elsewhere  than 
in  the  U.S.S.R. 

The  chairman  agreed  that  Mr.  Taft’s  point  was  a  good  one  and  suggested  that 
observers  who  had  been  present  at  Evanston  should  also  be  asked  to  transmit 
the  Appeal  to  their  churches.  He  suggested  that  there  were  two  alternatives  before 
the  Committee  :  a)  to  abide  strictly  by  the  request  of  the  Assembly  and  to  appoint 
a  “delegation”  which  would  carry  out  the  disposition  of  the  Appeal,  or  (b)  to  follow 
the  Bishop  of  Chichester’s  more  detailed  proposal. 

Dr.  Niemoeller  supported  the  Bishop  of  Chichester’s  proposal.  Dr.  Visser ’t  Hooft 
felt  that  the  fourth  proposal  of  the  Bishop  of  Chichester  actually  went  further  than 
the  Assembly  had  intended  and  that  it  would  unduly  bind  the  delegation.  Col. 
Miller  said  he  did  not  feel  that  he  was  well  enough  informed  to  vote  on  the  specific 
matter  of  a  deputation  to  Russia.  He  was  not  sure  that  there  might  not  be  a  group 
in  Russia  like  the  German  Confessional  Church  and  asked  for  Dr.  Payne’s  comment. 
Dr.  Payne  said  he  had  been  in  Russia  at  the  end  of  June  and  that  the  whole  situation 
was  still  puzzling.  He  did  not  feel  that  we  yet  had  enough  information.  In  any 
case,  an  invitation  must  come  from  the  Soviet  Union  before  visas  could  be  obtained. 
He  felt  that  we  ought  to  ask  the  people  responsible  for  a  decision  on  the  sending 
of  a  deputation  to  wait  for  another  year. 

Dr.  Bersell  then  presented  a  counter-motion  as  follows  :  “That  the  Honorary 
President,  the  Chairman  of  the  Central  Committee,  and  the  General  Secretary  be 
appointed  as  a  special  committee  with  power  to  implement  the  mandate  of  the 
Assembly  in  the  matter  of  transmitting  to  the  member  and  non-member  churches 
resolutions  1  and  3  as  proposed  by  Section  IV  and  adopted  by  the  Assembly. 

Mr.  Taft  moved  to  strike  out  paragraphs  3  and  4  of  the  resolution  presented 
by  the  Bishop  of  Chichester  and  to  add  to  the  second  paragraph,  the  following 
“that  the  observers  at  this  Assembly  from  non-member  churches  be  appointed  with 
two  others  from  member-churches  to  be  designated  by  the  Chairman  as  a  delegation 
to  present  the  Statement  and  Resolutions  to  those  churches,”  and  to  substitute 
the  following  paragraph  3  “that  the  Chairman,  the  General  Secretary  and  the  Bishop 
of  Chichester  be  designated  as  a  delegation  to  take  such  steps  as  to  them  seem  most 
suitable  with  a  view  to  the  presentation  of  the  Statement  and  the  Resolution  to  the 
Churches  in  the  U.S.S.R.” 
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The  Bishop  of  Chichester  said  he  did  not  want  at  this  point  to  have  a  crystalli¬ 
zation  of  opinion  against  the  possibility  of  a  delegation  going  to  the  U.S.S.R.  He 
said  Bishop  Dibelius  had  personally  informed  him  he  was  willing  to  approach  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Bishop  in  Berlin.  Col.  Miller  said  he  also  wanted  to  avoid  crys¬ 
tallization  and  so  could  not  support  the  Bishop  of  Chichester’s  motion.  Dr.  Cooke 
moved  and  it  was  agreed  to  discuss  the  Bishop  of  Chichester’s  motion  in  four  parts. 

Discussion  began  on  the  basis  of  this  procedure.  Father  Florovsky  asked  whether 
Resolution  3  were  to  be  included.  Mr.  Taft  moved  that  it  be  so  included  and  the 
motion  was  adopted.  Some  discussion  followed  about  the  request  that  delegates 
present  the  reports  to  their  churches.  Dr.  Pope  felt  that  it  would  be  better  if  the 
Appeal  went  out  directly  from  the  World  Council  office  to  the  churches. 

Col.  Miller  then  requested  that  the  Bishop  of  Chichester  withdraw  his  motion. 
The  Bishop  said  he  would  agree  to  do  so,  if  it  were  clearly  understood  that  the  door 
was  left  open  for  a  deputation  to  go  to  the  Soviet  Union  if  that  seemed  wise.  At 
this  point  the  Committee  agreed  to  vote  on  the  proposal  of  Dr.  Bersell  and  it  was 
carried. 

9.  Y.M.C.A.  Centennial 

Dr.  Limbert  called  attention  to  the  plans  for  the  Y.M.C.A.  Centennial  in  Paris 
in  August  1955.  The  dates  for  the  General  Conference  are  August  16th  to  22nd; 
for  the  Young  Men’s  and  Older  Boys’  Conference,  August  12th  to  22nd. 

10.  Report  from  the  Working  Committee  on  Studies 

(a)  Dr.  Bilheimer  reported  on  the  suggestion  made  by  the  Assembly  Committee 
that  the  Study  Division  should  have  a  main  theme  and  it  was  agreed  that  this  should 
be  looked  into  and  taken  up  at  the  next  Central  Committee  meeting. 

(b)  Mr.  Taft  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

“Whereas  a  substantial  majority  of  the  people  around  the  globe  are  farmers 
or  related  to  agriculture,  and  as  such  play  an  essential  part  in  service  to  mankind, 
and  Whereas  the  World  Council  of  Churches  has  shown  an  increasing  concern 
for  the  advance  of  the  Kingdom  in  rural  life,  Be  it  resolved  that  the  Division 
of  Studies  be  asked  to  give  special  thought  to  this  area  of  life  and  report  to  the 
Central  Committee  for  consideration  of  an  appropriate  programme  perhaps  in 
connection  with  studies  being  considered  for  the  next  Assembly.” 

Prof.  Hromadka  supported  this  study  of  agricultural  problems.  Dr.  Kraemer 
called  attention  to  the  rural  life  conference  held  at  Bossey  last  year.  Pastor  Maury 
felt  that  the  emphasis  should  be  placed  upon  the  peasantry  in  the  churches’  member¬ 
ship  and  urged  that  the  study  not  be  too  general.  Bishop  Newbigin  stressed  the 
importance  of  a  study  of  rural  problems  for  India  and  especially  urged  that  any 
study  should  be  done  in  conjunction  with  Agricultural  Missions  Incorporated.  Prin¬ 
cipal  Lew  asked  that  the  question  of  surplus  commodities  also  be  considered  in 
such  study.  Dr.  Bliss  cautioned  against  a  too  general  study  undertaking  on  the 
rural  question  and  suggested  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  discover  what  the 
National  Councils  had  done  in  this  sphere.  Dr.  Zigler  said  that  the  rural  life  con¬ 
ference  at  Bossey  had  wanted  immediate  action  and  hoped  that  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  would  act  quickly  if  it  wanted  to  keep  this  movement  within  its  fellowship . 
It  was  agreed  to  pass  this  motion  on  to  the  Committee  on  the  Division  of  Study. 

(c)  Dr.  Bilheimer  called  attention  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Assembly 
Committee  on  Studies  for  a  special  consideration  of  the  work  of  the  study  programme 
of  the  Division  of  Studies  and  the  Ecumenical  Institute.  It  was  agreed  to  ask  the 
Divisional  Committee  on  Ecumenical  Action  to  consider  this. 

( d )  Follow-up.  Attention  was  called  to  the  recommendations  for  the  follow-up 
of  the  Assembly.  It  was  agreed  to  accept  the  suggestions  as  follows  : 
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Publications  : 

(1)  For  a  cheaply  produced  booklet  to  contain  the  Message  and  the  reports 
of  the  sections. 

(2)  Six  separate  booklets,  each  to  contain  the  survey  and  report  of  each  of 
each  section. 

(3)  To  produce  the  main  theme  material  in  Geneva  shortly. 

(4)  If  financially  possible  to  provide  subsidies  for  publications  in  languages 
other  than  English,  French  and  German. 

National  Councils  had  also  been  encouraged  by  the  Assembly  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  the  follow-up. 

Bishop  Barbieri  requested  that  a  Spanish  edition  be  produced  but  felt  that  if  the 
translation  could  be  made  available  it  could  be  published  in  Buenos  Aires. 

A  request  was  voiced  that  the  first  publication  of  the  section  reports  and  Message 
should  be  made  at  once.  Dr.  Ehrenstrom  pointed  out  that  the  hope  of  the  Study 
Department  was  to  accompany  these  reports  with  brief  study  outlines.  Dr.  Bliss 
urged  that  each  report  should  have  a  note  saying  that  the  survey  was  essential  to 
any  real  study  of  its  meaning. 

It  was  then  decided  that  the  staff  be  asked  to  see  that  this  first  publication  was 
ready  by  September  30th,  and  to  include  the  Study  Guides  only  if  they  could  be 
prepared  for  publication  at  that  time. 

It  was  further  agreed  to  ask  the  Finance  Committee  to  consider  whether  any  of 
the  funds  allocated  for  the  Third  Assembly  might  be  used  for  reasonable  follow-up 
conferences. 

It  was  also  agreed  that  material  should  not  be  sent  automatically  to  the  delegates 
(except  for  the  Who’s  Who). 

11.  The  Basis  of  the  World  Council 

Bishop  Martin  called  attention  to  the  interpretation  of  art.  VIII  of  the  Consti¬ 
tution  which  had  been  suggested  by  the  General  Policy  Committee. 

He  further  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Central  Committee  the  proposal  of 
the  Church  of  Norway  for  a  change  in  the  wording  of  the  Basis.  He  called  attention 
to  the  relevant  paragraph  in  the  report  of  the  General  Policy  Committee.  Bishop 
James  said  the  Orthodox  would  like  to  see  a  reference  to  the  Holy  Trinity.  Bishop 
Smemo  did  not  feel  that  the  proposal  should  be  sent  to  the  churches  at  once  but 
that  it  should  be  first  studied  by  a  sub-committee  of  the  Central  Committee.  Dr. 
Gallagher  and  Dr.  Blake  both  felt  that  the  churches  should  receive  the  comments 
of  the  Central  Committee  at  the  same  time  as  they  received  the  proposal.  It  was 
agreed  that  a  small  sub-committee  be  appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee  which 
would  serve  as  a  nucleus  for  a  larger  committee  to  be  appointed  at  the  next  Central 
Committee  meeting.  Dr.  Berkhof  called  attention  to  the  desire  of  the  Remonstrant 
Brotherhood,  that  conversation  should  go  on  about  the  Basis  and  an  opportunity 
given  for  a  discussion  of  the  limits  and  authority  of  the  Basis.  Dr.  Visser ’t  Hooft 
suggested  that  a  kind  of  international  hearing  might  be  held.  It  was  further  agreed 
to  ask  the  sub-committee  to  study  the  possiblity  of  such  a  hearing  and  to  consider 
any  other  proposals  which  might  come  in. 

At  a  later  time  it  was 

Agreed  :  that  the  following  be  appointed  to  the  sub-committee : 

Chairman  :  Dr.  Payne 
Members  :  Dr.  H.  Berkhof 

Bishop  James  of  Philadelphia 
The  Bishop  of  Malmesbury 
Dean  Liston  Pope 
Bishop  Smemo 
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12.  Nominations 

Bishop  Fuglsang-Damgaard  brought  in  a  list  of  nominations  for  the  Executive 
Committee  and  it  was 

Agreed  :  that  the  following  be  appointed  to  the  Executive  Committee : 

The  Executive  Committee  is  composed  of  the  Honorary 

President  (the  Bishop  of  Chichester),  the  six  Presidents, 
the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  plus  twelve  members. 

Members  :  Dr.  Eugene  Blake 
Mrs.  K.  Bliss 
Archbishop  Y.  Brilioth 
Rev.  Peter  Dagadu 
Prof.  G.  Florovsky 
Prof.  J.  Hromadka 
Bishop  James  of  Philadelphia 
Bishop  L.  De  Mel 
Dr.  M.  Niemoeller 
Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam 
Mr.  R.  D.  Paul 
Dean  Liston  Pope 

13.  Report  from  the  Ecumenical  Action  Committee 

Bishop  Dun  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Division  of  Ecumenical 
Action  and  called  attention  to  the  recommendations  contained  therein. 

It  was 

Agreed  :  that  these  recommendations  should  be  passed  on  to  the  staff  for  study 
and  referred  back  to  the  Central  Committee  at  its  next  meeting. 

14.  Recommendations  of  the  Section  on  Race 

Dr.  Goodall  called  attention  to  the  two  recommendations  made  by  this  section. 

(a)  The  question  of  the  study  of  Anti-Semitism  together  with  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  for  a  study  of  Christ  as  the  hope  of  Ancient  Israel.  At  a  later  time  Dr.  Visser 
’t  Hooft  suggested  and  it  was 

Agreed  :  that  the  question  of  Ancient  Israel  and  of  Anti-Semitism  be  considered 
by  the  staff  and  plans  for  further  study  be  presented  to  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  for  further  discussion. 

(b)  It  was 

Agreed  :  that  the  recommendation  for  the  setting  up  of  a  joint  committee  to 
study  race  should  be  first  considered  by  the  staff  in  consultation  with  the 
I.M.C.  and  a  report  should  be  made  back  possibly  to  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  in  February. 

15.  Future  Meetings 

Bishop  Warren  reported  that  the  sub-committee  recommended  the  following 
places  for  future  meetings  of  the  Central  Committee  : 

1955  Switzerland 

(Departmental  and  Divisional  Committees  July  25-30) 

Central  Committee  August  1-6 

1956  Hungary  (or  Near  East) 

Enlarged  Executive  Committee  September  1-10 
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1957  Australia 

1958  Scotland 

1959  Latin  America 

1960  Far  East  (Tokyo) 

The  question  was  raised  as  to  the  meaning  of  “Enlarged  Executive  Committee.” 
Some  felt  this  was  an  unfortunate  term.  Several  speakers  including  Dr.  Niemoeller 
and  Bishop  Warren  felt  that  the  Central  Committee  should  have  full  meetings  during 
the  first  two  years  of  its  life. 

It  was  then 

Agreed  :  that  the  Central  Committee  should  meet  in  Switzerland  August  2nd 
to  9th,  1955,  and  that  the  further  proposals  be  forwarded  to  the  Executive 
Committee  for  consideration,  with  the  request  that  it  report  back  to  the 
Central  Committee. 

It  was  also 

Agreed  :  that  the  meetings  in  1955  and  1956  should  be  full  meetings  of  the 
Central  Committee. 

16.  U.B.S.  (United  Bible  Societies) 

Dr.  Visser  ’t  Hooft  told  of  the  close  collaboration  that  had  existed  between 
the  U.B.S.  and  the  W.C.C.  The  Bible  Societies  had  felt  that  the  churches  had 
thought  of  themselves  as  not  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  Scriptures.  They 
now  offered  to  make  a  staff  member  available  for  the  Division  of  Studies.  Mr.  Platt 
and  Mr.  North  presented  these  recommendations  and  commented  upon  them. 

It  was  then 

Agreed  :  that  the  recommendations  of  the  United  Bibles  Societies  (see  Ap¬ 
pendix  II)  should  be  generally  approved  and  that  the  officers  should  be 
authorised  to  make  appointments  to  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  U.B.S.  and 
the  I.M.C.-W.C.C. 

Dr.  Bliss  asked  in  particular  that  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  wide¬ 
spread  feeling  that  modern  research  had  undermined  the  truth  of  the  Bible. 

17.  Staffing  Committee 

Dr.  Payne  brought  in  the  report  of  the  Staffing  Committee  and  it  was 
Agreed  : 

General  Secretariat 

a)  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  O.  F.  Nolde  as  an  Associate  General  Secretary 
be  confirmed  for  such  period  as  he  remains  Director  of  the  C.C.I.A.  ; 

b)  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Robert  C.  Mackie  as  an  Associate  General 
Secretary  with  special  responsibility  for  the  Division  of  Inter-Church  Aid 
Service  to  Refugees  be  confirmed  for  one  year ; 

c)  that  the  invitation  by  the  Executive  Committee  to  Dr.  Leslie  Cooke  to  serve 
as  an  Associate  General  Secretary  with  special  responsibility  for  the  Division 
of  Inter-Church  Aid  and  Service  to  Refugees  be  confirmed  for  five  years 
from  the  summer  of  1955  ; 

d )  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  R.  S.  Bilheimer  as  an  Associate  General  Secretary 
with  special  responsibility  for  the  Division  of  Studies  be  confirmed  for  five 
years  ; 

e)  that  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Francis  H.  House  as  an  Associate  General 
Secretary  with  special  responsibility  for  the  Division  of  Ecumenical  Action 
be  confirmed  for  five  years  from  the  summer  of  1955  ; 
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f)  that  the  Rev.  K.  M.  Baker  be  invited  to  serve  for  a  further  year  as  Assistant 
to  the  General  Secretary. 

Division  of  Studies 

a)  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  H.  H.  Harms  as  Associate  Director  of  the 
Division  of  Studies  be  confirmed  for  three  years  ; 

b)  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson  as  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Department  on  Faith  and  Order  be  confirmed  for  three  years ; 

c)  that  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Paul  Abrecht  as  Executive  Secretary  of 
the  Department  on  Church  and  Society  be  confirmed  for  three  years ; 

d)  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  D.  T.  Niles  as  part  time  Secretary  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  on  Evangelism  be  confirmed  for  one  year ; 

e)  that  the  appointment  by  the  I.M.C.  of  Dr.  Erik  Nielsen  as  Executive  Secretary 
of  the  Department  of  Missionary  Studies  be  noted  and  that  he  be  given  full 
status  as  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  W.C.C.  during  the  period  of  that 
appointment. 

Division  of  Ecumenical  Action 

a)  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Hendrik  Kraemer  as  Director  of  the  Ecumenical 
Institute  be  confirmed  for  one  year  ; 

b )  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Robert  Paul  as  Assistant  Director  of  the  Ecumen¬ 
ical  Institute  be  confirmed  for  a  period  of  three  years  ; 

c )  that  the  appointment  of  Pastor  Bengt-Thure  Molander  as  Executive  Secretary 
of  the  Youth  Department  be  confirmed  for  a  period  to  be  decided  by  the 
Executive  Committee ; 

d)  that  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Philip  Potter  as  a  Secretary  of  the  Youth 
Department  be  confirmed  for  three  years  ; 

e)  that  the  appointment  of  Miss  Frances  Maeda  as  a  Secretary  of  the  Youth 
Department  be  confirmed  for  two  years  ; 

f)  that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Heinrich  Rohrbach  as  a  Secretary  of  the  Youth 
Department  for  work  camps  be  confirmed  for  one  year  ; 

g)  that  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  William  Perkins  as  a  Secretary  of  the  Youth 
Department  for  work  camps  be  confirmed  for  two  years  ; 

h)  that  the  appointment  of  Mile  Madeleine  Barot  as  Executive  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Department  of  Cooperation  between  Men  and  Women  be 
confirmed  for  three  years. 

Division  of  Inter-Church  Aid  and  Service  to  Refugees 

a)  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  E.  H.  S.  A.  Chandler  as  Associate  Director  of 
the  Division  of  Inter-Church  Aid  and  Service  to  Refugees  be  confirmed  for 
three  years ; 

b)  that  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Tillman  as  Administrative  Secretary 
of  the  Division  be  confirmed  for  two  years  ; 

c)  that  the  appointment  of  Miss  Margaret  Jaboor  as  Assistant  Director  of  the 
Service  to  Refugees  be  confirmed  for  three  years  ; 

d)  that  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Harold  Bonnell  as  Administrative  Secretary 
of  the  Service  to  Refugees  be  confirmed  for  three  years  ; 

e)  that  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Raymond  Maxwell  as  a  Secretary  of  the 
Division  be  confirmed  for  three  years  ; 

f)  that  the  appointment  of  Pastor  Dominique  Micheli,  Pastor  Harald  Madsen 
and  Dr.  Laszlo  Ledermann  as  Secretaries  of  the  Division  be  confirmed  for 
one  year. 


16 


Department  of  Information 

a)  that  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  John  Garrett  as  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Department  of  Information  be  confirmed  for  three  years  ; 

b )  that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Alexandre  de  Weymarn  as  Editor  of  the  Ecu¬ 
menical  Press  Service  be  confirmed  for  a  period  to  be  decided  by  the  Executive 
Committee ; 

c)  that  Mr.  Theodore  Pratt  and  Mr.  John  Taylor  be  invited  to  serve  as  members 
of  the  staff  of  the  Department  for  a  further  year. 

Department  of  Finance  and  Administration 

a)  that  Mr.  Frank  Northam  be  invited  to  serve  as  Director  of  the  Department 
of  Finance  and  Administration  for  a  further  three  years  ; 

b)  that  Mr.  Alan  Haigh  and  Mr.  Wolfgang  Kordon  be  invited  to  serve  as 
members  of  the  staff  of  the  Department  for  a  further  three  years  ; 

c)  that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Peter  Smallwood  as  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
the  Department  be  confirmed  for  three  years. 

New  York  Office 

a)  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Samuel  McCrea  Cavert  as  Executive  Secretary 
in  New  York  on  a  part  time  basis  be  confirmed  for  three  years  ; 

b)  that  Miss  Eleanor  Kent  Browne  be  invited  to  serve  as  a  Secretary  for  the 
Department  of  Finance  and  Administration  in  New  York  on  a  part  time 
basis  for  three  years  ; 

c )  that  the  Rev.  Elsie  Culver  be  invited  to  serve  as  a  Secretary  for  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Information  in  New  York  on  a  part  time  basis  for  one  year. 

Joint  Appointments 

a)  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Elfan  Rees  as  a  Secretary  of  the  Division  of 
Inter-Church  Aid  and  Service  to  Refugees  seconded  to  the  Commission  of 
the  Churches  on  International  Affairs  be  confirmed  for  three  years ; 

b)  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Rajah  Manikam  as  East  Asian  Secretary  of  the 
International  Missionary  Council  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches  be 
confirmed  for  three  years  from  January  1,  1955  ; 

c)  that  Dr.  Normal  Goodall  be  invited,  jointly  with  the  International  Missionary 
Council,  to  serve  as  Secretary  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  International 
Missionary  Council  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches  for  a  period  to  be 
determined  by  the  officers  of  the  two  bodies  ; 

d)  that  consideration  be  given  along  with  the  International  Missionary  Council 
to  the  procedure  of  making  joint  appointments,  or  appointments  to  jointly 
sponsored  agencies. 

Future  Staff 

a)  that  Professor  H.  H.  Wolf  be  invited  to  become  Director  of  the  Ecumenical 
Institute  in  the  course  of  1955  for  a  period  to  be  decided  by  the  Officers.  If 
he  declines,  the  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  make  an  appoint¬ 
ment  ;  that  the  question  of  the  status  of  the  Director  raised  in  the  Assembly 
be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  ;  that  with  regard  to  additional  mem¬ 
bers  of  staff  for  the  Ecumenical  Institute,  no  final  action  be  taken  until  the 
Director  has  been  appointed  ; 

b)  that  the  Officers  seek  to  find  an  Executive  Secretary  for  the  Department  on 
Work  for  the  Laity,  and  that  the  appointment  be  made  by  the  Executive 
Committee ; 
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c)  that  care  be  taken  in  the  future  to  see  that  the  General  Secretary  has  adequate 
personal  assistance  for  his  administrative  work. 

It  was  decided  to  record  appreciation  of  the  work  of  all  members  of  staff  being 
reappointed  at  this  time. 


19.  Retiring  Staff  Members 

The  Central  Committee  decided  to  place  on  record  its  appreciation  of  the  services 
of  five  members  of  staff  who  were  shortly  leaving  the  service  of  the  World  Council, 
and  to  express  to  them  its  gratitude  and  its  good  wishes  for  the  future. 

Nils  Ehrenstrom  joined  the  study  staff  of  the  Universal  Christian  Council  of 
Life  and  Work  more  than  twenty  years  ago  and  his  service  has  therefore  been  longer 
than  that  of  any  other  secretary.  His  able  and  tireless  services  to  the  cause  of  ecu¬ 
menical  studies  have  not  only  led  to  the  creation  of  the  present  Division  of  Studies 
but  have  been  unusually  creative  in  the  whole  process  of  common  thinking  on  vital 
issues  for  which  the  Council  stands,  very  partitularly  in  the  preparation  of  the  ecu¬ 
menical  meetings  at  Oxford,  Amsterdam  and  Evanston. 

Suzanne  de  Dietrich  joined  the  staff  of  the  Ecumenical  Institute  at  its  beginning 
in  1946.  In  the  early  years  and  in  the  present  summer  she  has  been  the  mainstay 
of  its  work.  Her  leadership  in  Bible  Study  of  exceptional  interest  and  relevance 
and  her  pastoral  relationship  to  hundreds  of  people  who  have  visited  the  Chateau 
de  Bossey  have  been  an  invaluable  contribution  to  the  life  of  the  Institute. 

Jean  Fraser  became  Director  of  the  Youth  Department  in  1947  and  thus  has 
led  it  through  the  first  years  of  its  existence.  With  skill  and  patience  she  has  helped 
to  create  a  spirit  of  fellowship  throughout  the  youth  of  the  churches  and  at  the  same 
time  has  enabled  them  to  participate  to  a  remarkable  degree  in  the  whole  life  of 
the  World  Council. 

Hans  Hermann  Walz  became  Secretary  for  Laymen’s  Work  in  1949  and  later 
became  Assistant  Director  of  the  Ecumenical  Institute.  He  has  brought  the  interest 
in  work  for  the  laity  to  the  point  of  the  creation  of  a  Department  and  at  the  same 
time  has  developed  the  interest  of  the  Ecumenical  Institute  in  this  work.  This  has 
not  been  an  easy  task  and  it  has  been  accomplished  with  vision  and  devotion 
which  have  greatly  strengthened  both  aspects.  Mrs.  Walz  has  rendered  notable 
service  in  the  Library  of  the  Ecumenical  Institute  which  will  be  of  great  value  to 
future  visitors  to  Bossey. 

Floyd  Tomkins.  After  twenty-three  years  of  faithful  service  to  the  ecumenical 
movement,  the  Reverend  Floyd  W.  Tomkins,  D.D.  now  retires  from  his  position 
as  Associate  Secretary  for  America  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order.  The 
Central  Committee  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  meeting  at  Evanston  on 
September  2,  1954  wishes  to  express  its  sincere  gratitude  to  Dr.  Tomkins  for  his 
wise  and  patient  labors  for  the  cause  of  Christian  unity,  and  to  wish  him  Godspeed 
as  he  continues  serving  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  as  a  parish  rector. 

19.  Appointment  of  New  Members  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 

It  was 

Agreed  :  that  the  following  persons  appointed  by  the  Faith  and  Order  Commis¬ 
sion  at  its  meeting  August  14,  1954  be  appointed  new  members  of  the  Faith 
and  Order  Commission : 

Prof.  Hamilcar  Alivisatos  (Church  of  Greece) 

The  Rev.  C.  B.  Brink  (Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  South  Africa) 

Dr.  H.  Flottorp  (Church  of  Norway) 

Prof.  Robert  Handy  (American  Baptist  Convention) 

Prof.  David  W.  Hay  (Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada) 
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The  Rt.  Rev.  A.  W.  Howells,  Assistant  Bishop  of  Lagos  (Church  of  the  Province 
of  West  Africa) 

Dean  Walter  G.  Muelder  (Methodist  Church  U.S.A.) 

President  Shiro  Murata  (United  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan) 

Rev.  Principal  Harold  Roberts  (Methodist  Church,  Great  Britain) 

The  Rev.  E.  Gordon  Rupp  (Methodist  Church,  Great  Britain) 

Rev.  Dr.  John  E.  Skoglund  (American  Baptist  Convention) 

20.  Commission  of  the  Churches  on  International  Affairs 

Sir  Kenneth  Grubb  on  behalf  of  the  C.C.I.A.  presented  the  following  names 
of  new  commissioners  and  moved  their  appointment  as  members  of  the  C.C.I.A. : 

Mrs.  Ba  Maung  Ching  —  Burma 
Mr.  H.  F.  E.  Whittam  —  Australia 
Mrs.  Douglas  Horton  —  U.S.A. 

Dr.  Frank  Graham  —  U.S.A. 

Mr.  John  Erwin  —  U.C.C.E. 

No  geographical  reference : 

Professor  Searle  Bates 
Mr.  S.  A.  Morrison 

This  was  agreed  and  Sir  Kenneth  Grubb  announced  that  as  soon  as  similar 
action  had  been  taken  by  the  I.M.C.  the  persons  would  be  notified. 

Sir  Kenneth  Grubb  also  announced  that  Baron  F.  van  Asbeck  had  resigned  as 
president  of  the  C.C.I.A.  and  on  his  motion  the  Central  Committee 

Agreed  :  to  send  an  expression  of  appreciation  to  Baron  van  Asbeck  for  his 
service  to  the  C.C.I.A. 

21.  Sub-Committee  on  Assembly  Procedure 

Bishop  Sherrill  reported  on  the  discussions  of  the  sub-committee  on  Assembly 
procedure.  That  Committee  felt  that : 

1 .  two  weeks  was  not  too  long  for  the  Assembly  ; 

2.  in  the  future  the  centre  of  the  Assembly’s  work  should  be  in  the  sections. 
There  should  be  fewer  plenary  meetings  with  greater  importance  attached  to 
those  that  were  held.  Much  of  the  information  communicated  to  delegates 
at  Evanston  through  the  plenary  meetings  could  have  been  given  by  printed 
communication.  Also  it  was  felt  that  the  plenary  meetings  should  serve  the 
delegates  rather  than  the  public  at  large. 

3.  the  sections  should  be  given  more  prominence.  The  sections  should  report 
to  the  Assembly  and  their  report  should  be  discussed  in  the  plenary  but  there 
should  not  be  so  much  time  used  in  detailed  verbal  amendment.  The  sections 
might  put  before  the  Assembly  certain  resolutions  or  recommendations  for 
Assembly  action  but  the  editing  of  a  complete  report  would  not  be  involved. 

4.  so  far  as  possible  there  should  not  be  a  vote  in  the  plenary  on  theological 
matters.  (In  this  as  in  other  matters,  the  aim  was  not  to  limit  the  power  of 
the  Assembly  but  to  give  it  more  time  to  discuss  worthwhile  topics.) 

5.  one  speaker  was  sufficient  to  introduce  a  theme  or  sub- theme.  A  panel  might 
also  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

6.  there  should  be  a  main  theme  if  there  was  one  that  seemed  particularly 
significant,  but  it  should  not  be  the  most  absorbing  concern  in  planning  for 
the  Assembly.  Some  felt  that  the  time  of  the  delegates  at  the  Assembly  was 
too  much  taken  up  with  theological  as  against  practical  questions. 
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7.  there  should  be  a  sub-committee  on  rules  of  procedure  and  conduct  of 
business  at  the  Assembly. 

8 .  worship  had  been  well  planned  and  had  been  a  significant  part  of  the  Assembly 
programme.  There  might  be  more  opportunity  for  interested  groups  and 
individuals  to  meet  together  to  talk  about  problems  of  Holy  Communion 
and  other  issues  of  ecumenical  worship.  There  must  be  a  strong  worship 
committee  for  each  Assembly. 

9.  there  should  be  more  opportunity  for  informal  and  free  discussion  and  con¬ 
versation  between  delegates  and  more  opportunity  for  the  participation  of 
delegates  in  the  work  and  the  programme  of  the  Assembly. 

10.  the  committee  was  against  a  suggestion  of  voting  for  officers  by  ballot  because 
it  raised  certain  difficulties.  But  there  should  be  an  opportunity  for  nomina¬ 
tions  to  be  presented  to  the  nominating  committee  and  for  delegates  to  express 
their  opinion  to  the  nominating  committee.  This  was  necessary  to  ensure 
that  all  geographical  and  confessional  viewpoints  were  expressed. 

1 1 .  the  steering  committee  seemed  to  assume  the  role  of  the  business  committee 
and  this  was  not  wise. 

12.  regional  gatherings  should  be  made  possible  and  there  was  need  for  a  central 
place  for  delegates  to  gather  for  talk  and  refreshment.  People  felt  that  they 
were  physically  too  far  apart  at  Evanston. 

Following  the  report  of  Bishop  Sherrill,  Dr.  Blake  asked  what  procedure  could 
be  initiated  to  strengthen  the  rules.  The  Chairman  (Dr.  Fry)  suggested  the  following 
procedure : 

to  ask  Bishop  Sherrill  to  put  his  report  in  writing  and  to  ask  that  the  staff 

prepare  a  report  on  Assembly  procedure  and  planning  for  the  next  meeting  of 

the  Central  Committee.  In  the  meantime  individual  members  should  file  further 

ideas  with  the  staff. 

This  procedure  was 

Accepted  and  in  addition  the  following  comments  were  made  regarding  lessons 
to  be  learned  from  the  Evanston  Assembly  : 

Dr.  Niemoeller  —  mentioned  the  problem  of  languages  and  adequate  translation. 

Bishop  Dun  —  mentioned  the  problem  of  working  committee  procedure,  the 
constituency  of  the  working  committees,  and  the  problem  of  making  both 
working  committee  reports  and  staff  reports  to  plenary. 

Mr.  Taft  —  stressed  that  voting  was  sometimes  necessary  even  on  theological 
issues  to  avoid  committing  minority  groups.  He  also  stressed  the  educa¬ 
tional  value  of  main  theme  reports  and  discussion. 

Dr.  Von  Thadden  —  stressed  the  importance  of  lay  participation  and  the  need 
to  make  use  of  lay  opinion  at  points  where  it  had  a  distinctive  contribution. 

Mr.  Parlin  —  pointed  out  the  three  different  conceptions  of  an  Assembly  : 

(1)  primarily  a  theological  debate ; 

(2)  creation  of  a  fraternity  of  worshippers  and  believers  ; 

(3)  as  an  educational  instrument  and  to  encourage  ecumenism  at  the  grass 
roots. 

Quite  consciously  this  Assembly  had  been  planned  with  special  emphasis  on 
the  last  idea,  and  Mr.  Miller  (U.S.A.)  supported  Mr.  Parlin’s  view  that  this 
emphasis  had  been  very  desirable. 

22.  Committee  on  Religious  Liberty  and  Proselytism 

Bishop  Sherrill  then  presented  the  report  of  the  special  committee  on  relations 
between  the  Evangelical  and  Orthodox  Churches  in  Greece,  which  had  been  set  Up 
during  the  Assembly.  There  had  been  a  promising  discussion  but  it  was  clear  that 
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the  problems  were  extremely  complex  and  that  the  Council  must  proceed  carefully. 
(There  was  need  for  further  study  and  for  further  reports.)  He  suggested  that  the 
staff  be  asked  to  prepare  materials  on  this  question  and  that  the  Joint  Committee 
of  the  I.M.C.  and  W.C.C.  should  make  it  one  of  their  special  concerns  with  a  later 
reference  to  the  Central  Committee. 

Dr.  Ranson  stressed  the  ambiguity  of  the  word  proselytism.  In  its  work  on 
this  problem  the  I.M.C.  had  tried  to  face  two  facts  : 

(1)  the  restraints  on  indigenous  churches  by  certain  national  governments  ; 

(2)  the  growing  limitations  on  foreign  missionaries. 

This  raised  the  question  as  to  whether  there  were  proper  limits  on  religious 
liberty.  The  I.M.C.  had  done  two  things  in  answer  to  this  question  : 

(1)  made  a  statement  about  the  missionary  freedom  of  the  Church  (making 
general  use  of  the  Human  Rights  argument  as  well  as  specifically  Christian 
reasons) ; 

(2)  suggested  that  I.M.C.  and  W.C.C.  should  think  together  about  the  proper 
limits. 

This  was  indeed  an  urgent  question  for  it  is  basic  and  underlying  to  the  question 
of  the  missionary  task  of  the  Church  in  non-Christian  countries. 

Dr.  Berkhof  pointed  out  that  both  Faith  and  Order  and  the  I.M.C.  were  planning 
to  deal  with  this  problem  and  there  was  a  danger  of  confusion  in  these  different 
efforts.  Dr.  Visser ’t  Hooft  agreed  that  parallel  studies  were  planned  but  the  staff 
must  coordinate  these  theological  and  practical  approaches. 

Father  Cotsonis  expressed  gratitude  for  the  understanding  revealed  in  the  dis¬ 
cussions  in  the  special  committee  which  dealt  with  the  situation  in  Greece.  He 
pointed  to  the  difficulties  in  such  an  effort  to  discuss  the  internal  religious  problems 
of  a  given  country.  One  factor  which  he  felt  deserved  to  be  remembered  was  that 
member  churches  of  the  W.C.C.  or  I.M.C.  should  not  engage  in  missionary  activity 
in  each  other’s  lands.  The  coming  of  the  sects  to  Greece  had  the  danger  that  it 
antagonized  the  Orthodox  against  all  Protestants. 

Dr.  Pradervand  pointed  out  that  the  Evangelical  Church  in  Greece  was  not  a  sect 
but  a  church.  He  also  pointed  out  that  the  Presbyterian  World  Alliance  had  made 
a  declaration  on  Religious  Liberty  which  could  be  of  use  in  such  situations. 

Bishop  Sherrill  moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  this  subject  and  the 
preparation  of  materials  for  study.  This  was  agreed  with  the  understanding  that 
the  actual  appointment  would  be  made  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

23.  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee 

Dr.  Blake  presented  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  summarising  the  text 
on  some  items  and  reading  in  full  the  text  of  the  principal  items.  The  full  report 
was  as  follows : 

(a)  Budget  of  the  Evanston  Assembly 

The  Finance  Committee  was  informed  that  such  information  as  had  become 
available  since  the  preparation  of  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  to  the 
Assembly  appeared  to  confirm  the  forecast  in  that  report.  Thus,  those  expense 
figures  which  had  become  firm  were  within  the  budget  provisions  and  income  from 
sales  of  tickets  would  not  be  less  than  the  revenue  budget.  There  was  hope  that 
some  further  contributions  might  be  received  and  that,  with  that  help,  the  accounts 
for  the  Evanston  Assembly  might  be  closed  without  deficit. 

(b)  General  Budget — 1955 

The  Secretary  reported  that  it  had  not  been  possible  to  prepare  a  detailed  1955 
budget  for  presentation  at  this  present  meeting.  The  model  budget  for  the  post- 
Evanston  period  adopted  by  the  Assembly  totalled  $441,000.  The  programme 
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covered  by  the  budget  would  be  almost  wholly  in  effect  in  1955  but  there  would, 
on  present  staffing  plans  be  economy  totalling  at  least  $10,000  on  the  divisional 
staff  of  the  Division  of  Ecumenical  Action  and  on  the  Department  of  Evangelism. 

On  the  revenue  side,  although  some  churches  may  not  be  able  to  increase  their 
contributions  in  1955,  the  outlook  for  revenue  in  1955  appeared  quite  encouraging 
and  it  seemed  that  total  revenue  might  be  within  $15,000  of  the  budget  total.  Thus, 
it  seemed  that  the  implementation  of  the  approved  programme  involved  no  serious 
risk  of  a  large  deficit  and  if  there  should  be  a  small  deficit,  two  possibilities  of  meeting 
such  a  situation  existed  : 

(i)  the  allocations  to  the  General  Reserve  and  to  the  Reserve  for  the  expenses 
of  the  Third  Assembly  could  be  reduced  below  $20,000  each  with  the  under¬ 
standing  that  over  the  next  six  years  allocations  to  those  reserves  should 
average  at  least  $20,000  per  annum  each  ; 

(ii)  by  the  end  of  1954,  the  World  Council  will  have  a  Special  Reserve  of  about 
$40,000  which  could  be  used  to  cover  all  or  part  of  any  deficit.  (This  is  not 
a  permanent  reserve  but  is  available  to  cover  current  special  needs.) 

The  Finance  Committee  recommends  : 

that  authority  should  be  given  for  operations  to  be  continued  for  the  first 
few  weeks  of  1955  on  the  basis  of  the  1954  budget  as  amended  by  the  action  of 
the  Assembly  and  that  the  position  should  be  reviewed  by  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  basis  of  the  detailed  1955  budget  to  be  presented  to  the  Executive 
Committee  in  February  1955. 

(c)  Service  Programme  Budget  —  Department  of  Inter-Church  Aid  and  Service 
to  Refugees 

The  Secretary  recalled  that  the  policy  followed  by  the  retiring  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  (and  accepted  by  the  Assembly  on  the  report  of  its  Finance  Committee)  was 
to  rely  in  the  first  instance  on  the  Administrative  Committee  of  the  Department  for 
detailed  control  and  supervision  of  the  budget  and  reported  that  the  1955  budget 
was  at  the  same  level  as  the  1954  budget,  namely,  $750,000.  The  Finance  Committee 
agreed  to  recommend : 

that  the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Inter-Church  Aid  and  Service  to 
Refugees  be  authorised  to  seek  to  raise  funds  for  the  Service  Programme  for 
1955  on  the  basis  of  $750,000. 

(d)  Budget  of  the  U.S.  Conference  for  the  World  Council  of  Churches  —  1955 

The  Finance  Committee  was  informed  that  there  was  no  request  for  a  higher 
maximum  level  for  this  budget  in  1955  than  in  1954  and  agreed  to  recommend : 

that  the  Central  Committee  authorise  a  budget  limit  of  $70,000  for  the  1955 
budget  of  the  Conference  of  U.S. A.  Member  Churches. 

(e)  Auditors  for  1954  Accounts 

The  Finance  Committee  was  informed  that  no  reasons  were  known  for  making 
any  change  in  the  auditors  who  in  past  years  had  conducted  the  audits  and  agreed 
to  recommend : 

that  the  following  auditors  be  appointed  to  audit  the  1954  accounts,  including 
the  accounts  for  the  Evanston  Assembly  : 

Geneva  :  Societe  Fiduciaire  Romande  OFOR  S.A. 

London  :  Wilkins,  Hassell  and  Co. 

New  York  :  Requa,  Burkhardt  and  Scheel. 
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(f)  Authorisation  of  executive  staff  to  operate  bank  accounts  and  conduct  normal 
business  of  the  World  Council  (see  new  Rule  XII  4) 

The  Finance  Committee  was  informed  that,  following  the  action  of  the  Assembly 
in  adopting  the  revision  of  the  rules  consequent  on  the  decision  of  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  meeting  in  1951  and  following  the  appointment  of  new  presidents  and  other 
officers,  a  special  resolution  was  required  in  connection  with  the  conduct  of  the 
normal  business  operations  of  the  World  Council  and  the  Finance  Committee 
agreed  to  recommend : 

that  the  Central  Committee  request  and  authorise  any  two  of  those  persons 
authorised  legally  to  bind  the  World  Council  by  their  joint  signatures  (see  new 
Rule  XII,  4)  to  execute  such  powers  of  attorney  as  may  be  drafted  by  legal  counsel 
as  necessary  to  authorise  the  senior  executive  staff  of  the  World  Council  to 
operate  bank  accounts  and  generally  to  conduct  the  normal  business  operations 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

(g)  Salaries  Committee 

The  Secretary  reported  that  an  ad  hoc  committee  had  been  appointed  by  the 
Executive  Committee  in  February  1954  to  review  salary  questions  but  that  time 
had  not  permitted  the  fulfilment  of  its  mandate.  After  some  discussion  of  the 
problem  involved,  the  Finance  Committee  agreed  to  recommend : 

that  an  ad  hoc  committee  be  appointed  to  review  salary  scales  for  staff  at 
Geneva  headquarters,  regulations  regarding  World  Council  responsibility  for 
removal  expenses  for  those  joining  or  leaving  headquarters  staff  and  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  retirement  pension  arrangements  for  staff  in  all  offices ; 

that  the  ad  hoc  committee  consist  of :  Dr.  Eric  Baker,  Dr.  E.  C.  Blake, 
Dr.  A.  Koechlin,  and  M.  Georges  Lombard,  with  three  consultants.  Dr.  P. 
Limbert,  Dr.  C.  Lund-Quist  and  M.  Renaud  Barde. 

On  a  motion  proposed  by  Dr.  Bersell  at  this  point  in  the  discussion  the  Central 
Committee 

Agreed  :  that  the  ad  hoc  committee  should  report  to  the  Executive  Committee 
and  that  power  be  given  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  act  on  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  the  ad  hoc  committee  in  so  far  as  possible  within  the  limits 
of  the  approved  budget. 

The  Finance  Committee  discussed  in  detail  and  at  length  the  World  Council’s 
responsibility  for  the  removal  expenses  of  one  staff  member  and  authorised  immediate 
action  in  this  one  case. 

(h)  Post-Evanston  Follow-up 

The  Secretary  reported  that  the  budget  for  the  Evanston  Assembly  had  included 
no  provision  for  the  expense  of  follow-up  work  after  the  Assembly  and  recalled 
that  this  question  had  been  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  by  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee.  He  reported  that  no  precise  proposals  with  financial  estimates  were  avail¬ 
able  but  that  the  General  Secretariat  considered  that  there  would  be  important 
opportunities  for  valuable  work  at  low  cost  which  must  be  taken  before  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  if  they  were  to  be  taken  at  all. 

The  type  of  expenses  envisaged  was  assistance  for  the  publication  in  languages 
other  than  the  three  official  World  Council  languages  of  material  concerning  the 
results  of  the  Assembly,  and  travel,  deputation  work  and  possibly  regional  meetings. 
The  General  Secretariat  considered  that  a  maximum  of  $10,000  would  be  sufficient 
for  the  work  which  might  prove  possible  and  profitable.  It  appeared  sage  to  assume 
that  expenditure  up  to  that  total  could  be  covered  from  the  Special  Reserve,  which, 
as  already  mentioned,  would  total  about  $40,000  at  the  end  of  1954. 

The  Finance  Committee  agreed  to  recommend : 
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that  authority  be  granted  to  the  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Central 
Committee  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  to  grant  approval  for 
expenditures  not  exceeding  in  total  $10,000  proposed  by  the  General  Secretariat 
for  post-Evanston  follow-up  in  publication,  travel,  deputation  work  or  regional 
conferences ; 

that  any  expenditure  incurred  under  this  authority  be  charged  to  the  Assembly 
Budget  and  covered  by  the  transfer  of  an  equal  sum  from  the  Special  Reserve 
to  the  revenue  for  the  Evanston  Assembly  Budget. 

(i)  Travel  expenses  of  members  of  Central  and  Executive  Committees 

In  reply  to  a  question,  the  Secretary  informed  the  Finance  Committee  that  it 
was  an  established  principle  in  the  World  Council  that  the  travel  expenses  of  members 
of  the  Central  and  Executive  Committees  in  attending  meetings  of  those  Committees 
should  be  borne  by  the  member  churches  to  which  members  of  the  Central  and 
Executive  Committees  belong. 

(j)  Finance  Sub-Committee 

The  Finance  Committee  agreed  to  follow  the  practice  established  by  the  retiring 
Finance  Committee  and  agreed  : 

that  in  order  to  provide  a  body  which  may  function  between  meetings  of 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  a  sub-committee  be  constituted : 

(i)  Membership  :  the  membership  of  the  sub-committee  shall  be  such  persons 
as  are  members  of  both  the  Finance  Committee  and  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  together  with  such  other  members  of  the  Finance  Committee  as  may 
be  available  at  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

(ii)  Meetings :  the  sub-committee  shall  meet  in  conjunction  with  each  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  except  in  cases  when  the  Finance  Committee 
itself  will  be  meeting.  The  sub-committee  shall  also  meet  on  special  call 
of  the  chairman. 

(iii)  Functions  :  the  sub-committee  shall  carry  out  the  Finance  Committee’s 
instructions  and  exercise  the  functions  of  the  Finance  Committee  between 
meetings  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  shall  report  to  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  as  well  as  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Each  recommendation  contained  in  the  above  report  was  moved  after  the  reading 
of  the  relevant  section  of  the  report  and  was  adopted  by  the  Central  Committee. 
After  presenting  the  full  report,  Dr.  Blake  moved  its  adoption  as  a  whole  and  the 
Central  Committee 

Agreed  :  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  as  set  out  above. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Central  Committee  expressed  the  thanks  of  the  Central 
Committee  to  Dr.  Blake  and  to  the  members  of  the  Finance  Committee  for  their 
work. 

At  a  later  point  in  the  meeting  Dr.  Blake  recalled  to  the  attention  of  the  Central 
Committee  the  recommendations  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Assembly  that 
the  Central  Committee  should  investigate  whether  or  not  it  might  be  desirable,  as 
an  insurance  against  inflation,  to  invest  some  part  of  its  permanent  reserves  in 
equities  and  at  his  motion  the  Central  Committee 

Agreed  :  to  refer  this  problem  to  the  Finance  Committee  for  later  consideration. 

24.  Membership  of  Committees 

Bishop  Fuglsang-Damgaard  presented  the  report  from  the  Nominating  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  appointments  to  committees  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  (see 
Appendix  III). 
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Mr.  Taft  inquired  how  membership  of  the  committees  might  be  changed  or 
enlarged  after  the  Central  Committee  adjourned.  This  especially  applied  to  the 
Committee  on  Information  which  was  in  process  of  formation.  There  was  also 
some  duplication  in  the  lists  which  would  need  to  be  corrected. 

Bishop  Ward  Nichols  pointed  out  that  there  were  no  persons  from  the  American 
Negro  churches  on  committees. 

Dr.  Niemoeller  moved : 

that  the  recommendations  of  the  Nominations  Committee  be  accepted  in 
general  and  that  the  Chairman  and  the  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Central  Committee 
be  authorised  to  make  minor  changes  in  the  membership  in  consultation  with 
the  General  Secretary  and  such  members  of  the  staff  whose  advice  might  be 
needed  and  to  refer  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  final  approval. 

Dr.  Visser  ’t  Hooft  explained  that  the  process  of  selection  involved  finding 
people  with  special  competence  for  the  job  and  that  representativeness  was  therefore 
not  the  only  consideration.  Also  duplication  was  inevitable  since  the  rules  called 
for  some  members  of  each  departmental  committee  to  serve  on  the  divisional  com¬ 
mittees  also. 

Dr.  Bersell  emphasized  that  nominees  must  be  acceptable  to  churches  from 
which  they  come.  Bishop  Barbieri  proposed  names  from  Spanish-speaking  countries. 
Archbishop  Brilioth  emphasized  that  officers  should  check  with  respective  churches. 
Dr.  Manikam  called  attention  to  certain  errors  in  the  list  and  mentioned  in  par¬ 
ticular  that  there  might  be  too  many  Indians  and  not  enough  other  Asians. 
Mrs.  Swain  suggested  that  a  man  should  be  co-chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Cooperation  of  Men  and  Women. 

The  Bishop  of  Johannesburg  pointed  to  the  fact  that  no  African  was  on  the 
Committee  for  Missionary  Studies  and  only  three  persons  from  the  whole  of  Africa 
were  on  the  committees.  Bishop  Ward  said  that  no  persons  with  a  China  background 
were  listed  on  the  committees.  Archbishop  Brilioth  pointed  out  that  none  of  the 
women  of  the  Committee  on  the  Cooperation  of  Men  and  Women  were  members 
of  the  Central  Committee. 

Mr.  Taft  said  that  it  might  be  good  to  have  overlapping  membership  between 
certain  departments  and  divisions  where  cooperation  and  coordination  were  par¬ 
ticularly  important. 

The  motion  of  Dr.  Niemoeller  was  then 
Adopted. 

Mrs.  Bliss  pointed  out  that  there  was  no  overlap  with  the  Board  of  the  Institute 
and  the  Division  of  Studies,  something  which  had  been  specifically  asked  for. 

25.  Resolutions  from  the  Section  on  the  Christian  in  his  Vocation 

Mrs.  Bliss  opened  the  discussion  of  the  resolutions  from  Section  VI  on  the  laity. 
After  a  brief  discussion  the  General  Secretary  was  asked  to  refer  these  resolutions 
to  the  two  divisions  concerned. 

26.  Christian  Education 

Dr.  Visser ’t  Hooft  proposed  and  it  was 

Agreed  :  that  the  recommendation  concerning  a  study  of  Christian  Education 
be  considered  by  the  staff  and  plans  for  study  presented  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

27.  The  Day  of  Prayer 

The  Bishop  of  Chichester  raised  the  question  of  a  day  of  prayer.  In  the  discussion 
it  was  pointed  out  that  there  were  difficulties  in  arranging  for  a  new  universal  day 
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of  prayer.  The  desire  for  this  had  in  a  way  already  been  met.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

28.  Closing 

The  Bishop  of  Chichester  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Fry  on  behalf  of  the 
Central  Committee  for  his  excellent  conduct  of  the  meeting  and  also  to  Dr.  Payne. 
And  thanks  were  expressed  to  the  First  Methodist  Church  of  Evanston  for  providing 
the  facilities. 
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Appendix  I 


Attendance 
Honorary  President 

The  Bishop  of  Chichester,  The  Palace,  Chichester,  England. 

Presidents 

Principal  John  Baillie,  9  Whitehouse  Terrace,  Edinburgh  9,  Scotland. 

Bishop  Sante  Uberto  Barbieri,  Rivadavia  4044,  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina. 
Bishop  Otto  Dibelius,  Faradayweg  10,  Berlin-Dahlem,  Germany. 

Metropolitan  Mar  Thoma  Juhanon,  Metropolitan’s  House,  Tiruvalla,  Travancore, 
India. 

Archbishop  Michael,  Greek  Archdiocese  of  North  and  South  America,  10  East 
79th  Street,  New  York  City,  U.S.A. 

Bishop  Henry  Knox  Sherrill,  281  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  U.S.A. 

Members 

Professor  H.  Aharonian,  American  Mission,  Beirut,  Lebanon. 

Professor  H.  Alivisatos,  Voulis  Street  27,  Athens,  Greece. 

The  Rev.  J.  A.  do  Amaral,  Caixa  Postal  121,  Petropolis,  Brazil. 

Archbishop  Athenagoras,  Metropolitan  of  Thyateira,  8  Dawson  Place,  London 
W.2,  England. 

Dr.  Eric  Baker,  1  Central  Buildings,  Westminster,  London  S.W.l,  England. 
Mrs.  F.  O.  Bennett,  56  Armagh  St.,  Christchurch  C.l,  New  Zealand. 

Dr.  H.  Berkhof,  Horstlaan  3,  Driebergen,  Holland. 

Dr.  P.  O.  Bersell,  5320  Brookview  Ave.,  Minneapolis  10,  Minn.,  U.S.A. 

Dr.  Eugene  C.  Blake,  510  Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa.,  U.S.A. 
Mrs.  Kathleen  Bliss,  15  Sandford  Road,  Bromley,  Kent,  England. 

Archbishop  Y.  Brilioth,  Uppsala,  Sweden. 

The  Rev.  C.  B.  Brink,  6  Sherwood  Road,  Forest  Town,  Johannesburg,  South 
Africa. 

Mrs.  Frank  Brooks,  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa,  U.S.A. 

Dr.  George  W.  Buckner,  Missions  Building,  222  Downey  Ave.,  Indianapolis  7, 
Ind.,  U.S.A. 

Bishop  Jan  Chabada,  Kuzmanyo  5/11,  Bratislava,  Czechoslovakia. 

Archimandrite  Ieronimos  Cotsonis,  14  loannou  Gennadiou,  Athens,  Greece. 
The  Rev.  P.  K.  Dagadu,  Christian  Council,  P.O.B.  919,  Accra,  Gold  Coast, 
West  Africa. 

The  Rev.  G.  P.  David,  41,  A.  Muthuranga  Mudaly  Rd.,  Tambaram,  South  India. 
Bishop  L.  De  Mel,  Bishop’s  House,  Pollathapitya,  Kurunagala,  Ceylon. 

Bishop  Angus  Dun,  1702  Rhode  Island  Ave.,  N.W.,  Washington  6,  D.C.,  U.S.A. 
Dr.  A.  Eeg-Olofsson,  Besmanvagen  4,  Bromma  (Stockholm),  Sweden. 

Professor  H.  C.  W.  d’Espine,  2  avenue  Combes,  Geneva,  Switzerland. 

Professor  G.  Florovsky,  537  West  121st  Street,  New  York  27,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 

Dr.  Franklin  Clark  Fry,  231  Madison  Ave.,  New  York  16,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 
Bishop  Hans  Fuglsang-Damgaard,  Norregade  11,  Copenhagen  K,  Denmark. 
Professor  V.  Herntricli,  Hummelsbuetteler  Kirchenweg  6,  Hamburg-Fu.,  Germany. 
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Professor  J.  L.  Hromadka,  Moravska  45,  Prague  XII,  Czechoslovakia. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Jackson,  3101  S.  Parkway,  Chicago,  Ill.,  U.S.A. 

The  Metropolitan  of  Philadelphia  James,  Phanar,  Istanbul,  Turkey. 

The  Bishop  of  Johannesburg,  Bishop’s  House,  Crescent  Drive,  Westcliff,  Johannes¬ 
burg,  South  Africa. 

Canon  W.  W.  Judd,  604  Jarvis  Street,  Toronto  5,  Canada. 

Dr.  M.  Kozaki,  14  Reinanzaka-Akasaka  Minatoku,  Tokyo,  Japan. 

Principal  Robert  B.  Lew,  Methodist  Ladies’  College,  41  Park  Rd.,  Burwood, 
N.S.W.,  Australia. 

Bishop  Johannes  Lilje,  Calenbergerstr.  34,  Hannover,  Germany. 

Mrs.  Margit  Lindstrom,  Lundsberg,  Sweden. 

Dr.  Ralph  W.  Lloyd,  Maryville  College,  Maryville,  Tenn.,  U.S.A. 

The  Bishop  of  Malmesbury,  1  Miles  Road,  Clifton,  Bristol  8,  England. 

Bishop  William  C.  Martin,  1910  Main  Street,  Room  501,  Dallas  1,  Texas,  U.S.A. 
The  Rev.  C.  Mataheru,  54  A  Kruisweg,  Marum,  Netherlands. 

Dr.  Pierre  Maury,  11,  avenue  du  Colonel  Bonnet,  Paris  16e,  France. 

Bishop  G.  J.  F.  May,  Schellinggasse  12,  Vienna,  Austria. 

Mr.  Francis  P.  Miller,  Box  1757  University  Station,  Charlottesville,  Va.,  U.S.A. 
Dr.  Reuben  E.  Nelson,  152  Madison  Ave.,  New  York  16,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 

Bishop  J.  E.  L.  Newbigin,  Tallakulam,  Madurai,  South  India. 

Bishop  D.  Ward  Nichols,  1517  North  Sixteenth  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  U.S.A. 
Principal  C.  M.  Nicholson,  46  Francklyn  St.,  Halifax,  N.S.,  Canada. 

Dr.  M.  Niemoeller,  Brentanostr.  3,  Wiesbaden,  Germany. 

Dr.  W.  Niesel,  Schoeller  bei  Dornap,  Germany. 

Professor  A.  T.  Nikolainen,  Solnantie  16,  Helsinki-Munkkiniemi,  Finland. 
Bishop  G.  Noth,  Lukasstr.  6,  Dresden  A.  27,  Germany. 

Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam,  100  Maryland  Avenue,  N.E.,  Washington  2,  D.C., 
U.S.A. 

Professor  L.  Pap,  Raday  utca  28,  Budapest,  Hungary. 

Mr.  Charles  Parlin,  20  Exchange  Place,  New  York  5,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 

Mr.  Rajaiah  D.  Paul,  Madras  Christian  College,  Tambaram  near  Madras,  South 
India. 

Dr.  Ernest  A.  Payne,  The  Baptist  Church  House,  4  Southampton  Row,  London 
W.C.l,  England. 

The  Rev.  Father  Korah  Philipos,  Catholicate  Office,  Devalokam,  Kottayam,  India. 
Dean  Liston  Pope,  409  Prospect  Street,  New  Haven  11,  Conn.,  U.S.A. 

Professor  Harold  Roberts,  No.  2  College  House,  Richmond  College,  Surrey, 
England. 

The  Rev.  C.  Denis  Ryan,  9  Karranga  Ave.,  Killara,  N.S.W.,  Australia. 

Dr.  Henry  F.  Schuh,  57  E.  Main  Street,  Columbus  15,  Ohio,  U.S.A. 
Commissioner  V.  G.  Simpson,  101  Queen  Victoria  St.,  London  E.C.4,  England. 
The  Rev.  K.  Sitompul,  Pearadja  Tarutung,  Tapanuli,  Indonesia. 

Bishop  Johannes  Smemo,  3  S.  Halvards  Plass,  Oslo,  Norway. 

Bishop  E.  C.  Sobrepena,  718  Georgia  St.,  Manila,  Philippines. 

Mrs.  Leslie  Swain,  “Treetops,”  Craigville,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 

The  Archbishop  of  Sydney,  Bishopscourt,  3  Greenoaks  Avenue,  Edgecliff,  Sydney, 
N.S.W.,  Australia. 

Professor  W.  S.  Tindal,  16  Lauder  Road,  Edinburgh  9,  Scotland. 

Bishop  Lajos  Vetoe,  Ulloi-u.  24,  Budapest,  Hungary. 

Dr.  R.  von  Thadden,  Magdeburger  Str.  19,  Fulda,  Germany. 

Dr.  James  E.  Wagner,  Shaff  Building,  Room  91,  1505  Race  Street,  Philadelphia  2, 
Pa.,  U.S.A. 

Bishop  A.  K.  Warren,  Bishopscourt,  100  Park  Terrace,  Christchurch,  New  Zealand. 
Dr.  M.  R.  Zigler,  17  route  de  Malagnou,  Geneva,  Switzerland. 
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Substitutes 

Dr.  Emmanuel  C.  Bhatty,  Christian  Council  Lodge,  Nagpur  1,  M.P.,  India  (for 
Dr.  Andrew  Thakur  Das). 

Dr.  Leslie  E.  Cooke,  205  Memorial  Hall,  Farringdon  St.,  London  E.C.4,  England 
(for  Mr.  B.  J.  Hartwell). 

The  Rev.  Fr.  El  Souriany  Makary,  c/o  Coptic  Sunday  Schools,  Guiza,  Egypt 
(for  Dr.  A.  S.  Atiya). 

The  Rev.  R.  David  Say,  39  Doughty  St.,  London  W.C.l,  England  (for  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury). 

Mr.  Charles  P.  Taft,  16  Garden  PL,  Cincinnati  8,  Ohio,  U.S.A.  (for  President 
Nathan  M.  Pusey). 

Professor  S.  Verchovsky,  537  West  121st  St.,  New  York  City,  U.S.A.  (for  Bishop 
John  Shahovskoy). 

Consultant  from  Associated  Body 

Dr.  Norman  Goodall,  Edinburgh  House,  Eaton  Gate,  London  S.W.l,  England 
(International  Missionary  Council). 

Consultants  from  Fraternal  Bodies 

Mr.  Olivier  Beguin,  146  Queen  Victoria  St.,  London  E.C.4,  England  (United 
Bible  Societies). 

Mr.  Jonathan  F.  Bennett,  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  England  (National  Council 
of  Churches  in  New  Zealand). 

Dr.  Emmanuel  C.  Bhatty,  Christian  Council  Lodge,  Nagpur  1,  M.P.,  India  (see 
substitutes)  (National  Christian  Council  of  India). 

Dr.  W.  J.  Gallagher,  3  Willcocks  St.,  Toronto  5,  Canada  (Canadian  Council  of 
Churches). 

Dr.  P.  M.  Limbert,  37  quai  Wilson,  Geneva,  Switzerland  (Y.M.C.A.’s). 

Dr.  C.  E.  Lund-Quist,  17  route  de  Malagnou,  Geneva,  Switzerland  (Lutheran 
World  Federation). 

Dr.  Malcolm  Mackay,  242  Pitt  Street,  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  Australia  (Australian 
Council  for  the  World  Council  of  Churches). 

Dr.  M.  Prad ervand,  17  route  de  Malagnou,  Geneva,  Switzerland  (World  Pres¬ 
byterian  Alliance). 

Miss  Helen  Roberts,  37  quai  Wilson,  Geneva,  Switzerland  (Y.W.C.A.’s). 

Dr.  Roy  Ross,  297  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.Y.,  U.S.A.  (National  Council 
of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.). 

The  Rev.  R.  David  Say,  39  Doughty  Street,  London  W.C.l,  England  (see  sub¬ 
stitutes)  (British  Council  of  Churches). 

Bishop  Ralph  A.  Ward,  22  Hennesey  Rd.,  Hong  Kong,  China  (World  Methodist 
Council). 

Consultants 

Professor  Walter  Freytag,  Feldbrunnenstrasse  29,  Hamburg  13,  Germany. 

Dr.  Eric  M.  North,  450  Park  Avenue,  New  York  City  63,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 

The  Rev.  William  J.  Platt,  146  Victoria  St.,  London  E.C.4,  England. 

Baron  F.  L.  S.  F.  van  Tuyll  van  Serooskerken,  7  Verloren  van  Themaatlaan, 
Velzen  (N.H.),  Netherlands. 

Staff 

The  Rev.  Paul  Abrecht,  W.C.C.,  Geneva. 

The  Rev.  K.  M.  Baker,  Jr.,  W.C.C.,  Geneva. 

Mile  Madeleine  Barot,  W.C.C.,  Geneva. 

Dr.  R.  S.  Bilheimer,  W.C.C.,  Geneva. 
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Miss  E.  K.  Browne,  156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 

Dr.  Samuel  McCrea  Cavert,  156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 
Mrs.  E.  T.  Culver,  156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 

The  Rev.  John  Garrett,  W.C.C.,  Geneva. 

Dr.  H.  H.  Harms,  W.C.C.,  Geneva. 

Dr.  H.  Kraemer,  Ecumenical  Institute,  Chateau  de  Bossey,  Celigny,  Switzerland. 
Dr.  R.  C.  Mackie,  W.C.C.,  Geneva. 

Dr.  R.  B.  Manikam,  No.  1  Flagstaff  St.,  Royapuram,  Madras,  India. 

Dr.  O.  Frederick  Nolde,  297  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 
Mr.  Frank  Northam,  W.C.C.,  Geneva. 

Dr.  E.  Rees,  W.C.C.,  Geneva. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Visser ’t  Hooft,  W.C.C.,  Geneva. 

Dr.  H.  H.  Walz,  W.C.C.,  Geneva. 
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Proposed  Outline  for  the  Joint  Study  of  the  Place  and  Use  of  the  Bible 
by  the  Division  of  Studies  (W.C.C.  and  I.M.C.) 
and  the  United  Bible  Societies 

1)  At  Eastbourne,  April  1954,  the  Council  of  the  United  Bible  Societies  approved 
the  following  proposal  and 

“Agreed  that,  convinced  of  the  importance  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Chirgwin’s  studies 
in  the  use  of  the  Bible  in  world  evangelism,  and  the  value  to  the  U.B.S.  of  the 
contacts  established  in  Geneva,  the  Council  has  been  led  to  consider  desirable 
the  continuance  of  these  contacts  and  the  making  of  further  studies.  Among 
the  latter  the  most  important  appear  to  be  enquiries  into  the  attitude  towards 
the  Bible  on  the  part  of  people  in  and  out  of  the  Church  under  various  current 
conditions,  and  studies  of  the  use  of  the  Bible  in  the  churches  in  order  to  discover 
the  conditions,  and  practices  which  are  effective  in  securing  full  advantage  of 
the  Bible’s  great  resources  and  to  promote  their  effective  application.  The  range 
of  the  investigations  needed  seems  to  the  Council  to  be  more  extensive  than  it 
alone  can  properly  deal  with.  They  require  a  common  endeavour  by  the  leader¬ 
ship  both  of  the  churches  and  of  the  missionary  societies. 

“The  Council  of  the  U.B.S.  therefore  suggests  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  International  Missionary  Council  the  formation  of  a  joint 
Committee  on  studies  in  the  place,  relevance  and  use  of  the  Bible  in  the  present 
world  situation,  both  in  and  beyond  the  churches.  The  Council  suggests  that 
such  a  joint  Committee  be  composed  of  four  representatives  of  each  of  the  three 
bodies  and  be  responsible  for  the  planning  and  supervision  of  such  studies,  the 
enlistment  of  the  organs  or  divisions  of  the  three  bodies  in  carrying  on  the  studies 
and  in  promoting  such  recommendations  for  action  as  may  result. 

“On  approval  of  such  a  plan  in  substance,  the  Council  authorizes  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  Secretary  (with  the  necessary  clerical  assistance)  to  serve  as  the  Secretary 
of  such  a  joint  Committee  and  it  is  suggested  that  such  a  Secretary  be  recognized 
as  a  staff  member  of  the  U.B.S.  and  the  Division  of  Studies  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  and  the  International  Missionary  Council.  The  Council  refers  to 
the  Standing  Committee  further  action  in  the  development  of  this  proposal.” 

The  responsible  organs  of  both  the  W.C.C.  and  the  I.M.C.  received  and  accepted 
the  proposal,  suggesting,  however,  that  the  members  of  the  Joint  Committee 
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representing  the  W.C.C.  and  the  I.M.C.  be  drawn  from  the  appropriate  departments 
of  the  Joint  I.M.C. -W.C.C.  Division  of  Studies. 

Taking  this  suggestion  into  account,  the  following  outline  of  Studies  and  Orga¬ 
nisation  is  now  proposed  by  the  United  Bible  Societies. 

2)  Aim  of  the  Study  :  The  objects  of  the  study  are 

(a)  to  investigate 

(b)  to  weigh 

(c)  to  promote  i.  e. 

(a)  to  investigate  the  facts  as  to 

(1)  The  use  of  the  Bible  (or  lack  of  use  of  it),  the  methods,  ways,  and  con¬ 
ditions  in  which  it  is  used,  the  discernable  results  of  such  use  in  living 
situations  within  the  life  of  the  churches.  Here  effort  should  be  made 
to  choose  some  situations  in  which  the  use  of  the  Bible  has  been  par¬ 
ticularly  fruitful,  some  in  which  little  use  of  it  is  found  and  some  in  which 
unusual  (possibly  peculiar)  results  appear.  Various  types  of  situations, 
e.  g.  in  different  cultural  backgrounds,  church  traditions,  etc.  should 
be  included. 

(2)  The  judgment  of  considerable  masses  of  people  (perhaps  not  always 
verbally  expressed),  that  the  Bible  is  irrelevant  to  them  and  to  modern 
life,  even  though  it  had  been  relevant  to  their  parents  and  grandparents. 
The  questions  to  be  raised  include  —  how  widespread  is  this  judgment  ? 
—  is  it  increasing  ?  —  what  are  the  characteristics  of  the  groups  in  which 
it  appears  ?  —  to  what  causes  can  this  judgment  rightly  be  attributed  ?  — 
how  far  is  it  due  to  defects  or  neglect  in  the  use  of  the  Bible  in  the  chur¬ 
ches  of  the  preceding  generation  and  if  so,  what  defects  ? 

(Note:  These  two  studies  are  manifestly  rather  independent  in 
the  area  to  be  studied,  but  they  converge  as  their  results  are  weighed 
and  practical  consequences  drawn.) 

(b)  to  weigh  the  facts  ascertained 

(1)  in  the  first  study,  to  determine  patterns  and  conditions  of  use  of  the 
Bible  that  are  particularly  fruitful  in  the  development  of  full  Christian 
life  in  churches  and  individuals. 

(2)  in  the  second  study,  and  in  the  light  of  the  fruits  of  the  first  study,  to 
suggest  directions  and  measures  for  meeting  the  situation  and  bringing 
the  rich  spiritual  resources  of  the  Scriptures  into  living  contact  with 
all  ranges  of  our  population. 

(c)  to  promote  i.  e. 

to  spread  as  widely  as  possible  throughout  the  churches  the  results  of 
these  and  previous  studies  (e.  g.  that  made  by  Dr.  Chirgwin)  in  a  manner 
to  elicit  practical  measures  of  improvement  in  the  practices  of  the  churches 
in  the  use  of  the  Bible.  (For  instance,  to  stimulate  expository  preaching 
within  the  churches,  to  mediate  constructively  to  pastors  and  people  the 
new  insights  of  fifty  years  of  scholarship  ;  to  help  teachers  of  religion  in  the 
right  approach  to  Bible  study  and  reading.) 

Method  of  Work  :  Though  the  aims  of  the  study  are  listed  in  a  logical  order 
above,  it  is  undesirable  that  this  represent  the  order  in  which  the  work  is  to  be  done. 
We  do  not  want  a  piece  of  esoteric  research,  final  blueprints  of  what  ought  to  be, 
and  then  high  pressure  overhead  promotion.  The  objectives  sought  will  not  be 
attained  except  as  groups  of  people  in  many  places  cooperate  with  deep  interest 
in  the  process  of  study  and  promotion  and  serve  as  a  leaven  to  stir  the  thinking 
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and  action  of  their  constituencies.  The  “results”  sought  are  not  certain  pamphlets 
and  booklets,  however  wise  or  stimulating  and  necessary,  but  vital  growth  and 
improvement  in  the  life  of  the  churches  and  other  interested  groups  and  their  related 
agencies. 

Direction  of  the  Work  : 

A.  The  Committee  —  joint  —  two  from  Evangelism  Section,  two  from  Missions 
Study  Section  of  Joint  Division,  four  from  the  United  Bible  Societies. 

B.  A  “secretary”  (or  “director”)  —  serving  as  a  staff  member  of  the  U.B.S., 
and  of  the  Division,  appointed  and  supported  by  the  U.B.S.  with  the  con¬ 
currence  of  the  Division. 

C.  The  incorporation  of  the  processes  of  study  and  promotion  into  the  pro¬ 
grammes  of  travelling  members  of  the  staff  of  the  W.C.C.,  I.M.C.  and 
U.B.S.  to  the  extent  practicable,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  formation,  guidance 
and  stimulation  of  the  studying  groups  beyond  the  contact  of  the  director 
for  the  studies  himself. 
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Committee  Membership 
I.  Division  of  Studies 

1.  MEMBERS  OF  THE  WORKING  COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  FAITH  AND  ORDER  COMMISSION 

Chairman  :  The  Rev.  Dr.  Oliver  S.  Tomkins  (Anglican)  U.K. 

Members  :  Mr.  Percy  W.  Bartlett  (Friends)  U.K. 

Prof.  J.  Russell  Chandran  (C.S.I.)  India 
Bishop  Angus  Dun  (Prot.  Episcopal)  U.S.A. 

Prof.  Henri  d’Espine  (Reformed)  Switzerland 
Prof.  Georges  Florovsky  (Orthodox)  U.S.A. 

President  Perry  E.  Gresham  (Disciples)  U.S.A. 

Prof.  R.  R.  Hartford  (Anglican)  Ireland 
Gen.  Superintendent  Lie.  Gunter  Jakob  (EKiD)  Germany 
Metropolitan  Juhanon  Mar  Thoma  (Mar  Thoma)  India 
Prof.  T.  A.  Kantonen  (U.L.C.A.)  U.S.A. 

Prof.  C.  Konstantinidis  (Orthodox)  Turkey 
Principal  John  Marsh  (Congr.)  U.K. 

Dean  Walter  G.  Muelder  (Methodist)  U.S.A. 

Dr.  Ernest  A.  Payne  (Baptist)  U.K. 

Principal  Harold  Roberts  (Methodist)  U.K. 

Prof.  Edmund  Schlink  (EKiD)  Germany 
Dr.  J.  E.  Skoglund  (Baptist)  U.S.A. 

Prof.  K.  E.  Skydsgaard  (Lutheran)  Denmark 
Prof.  T.  F.  Torrance  (Presbyterian)  U.K. 

Prof.  Leonard  J.  Trinterud  (Presbyterian)  U.S.A. 

Prof.  Gustaf  Wingren  (Lutheran)  Sweden 
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2.  MEMBERS  OF  THE  WORKING  COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  CHURCH  AND  SOCIETY 

Chairman  :  Professor  E.  de  Vries  (Methodist)  Netherlands. 

Vice-Chairman  :  Mr.  Denys  Munby  (Anglican)  U.K. 

Members  :  Professor  J.  C.  Bennett  (Congr.)  U.S.A. 

Professor  P.  Bratsiotis  (Orthodox)  Greece 
Mr.  Tilford  E.  Dudley  (Congr.)  U.S.A. 

Mrs.  G.  Fisher  (Anglican)  U.K. 

Dr.  F.  Karrenberg  (EKiD)  Germany 
Dr.  E.  Kuin  (Reformed)  Netherlands 
Dr.  Kuwada  (Presbyterian)  Japan 
Mr.  Moelia  (Lutheran)  Indonesia 
Bishop  Nichols  (A.M.E.C.)  U.S.A. 

Mr.  Andre  Philip  (Reformed)  France 
Mr.  Carl  F.  Reuss  (A.L.C.)  U.S.A. 

Mr.  M.  M.  Thomas  (Mar  Thoma)  India 
Mr.  Alan  Walker  (Methodist)  Australia 

3.  MEMBERS  OF  THE  WORKING  COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  ON  EVANGELISM 

Chairman  :  Canon  Th.  O.  Wedel  (Prot.  Episc.)  U.S.A. 

Rev.  Tom  Allan  (Presbyterian)  Scotland 
Rev.  (Mrs.)  Elsie  Chamberlin  (Congr.)  U.K. 

The  Bishop  of  Croydon  (Anglican)  U.K. 

Bishop  Gulin  (Lutheran)  Finland 

Prof.  J.  C.  Hoekendijk  (Reformed)  Netherlands 

Principal  Chan-Hui  Hwang  (Presbyterian)  China 

Dr.  Kreyssig  (EKiD)  Germany 

Bishop  Kulandran  (C.S.I.)  Ceylon 

Dr.  Pierre  Maury  (Reformed)  France 

Prof.  D.  Moraitis  (Orthodox)  Greece 

Father  K.  Philipos  (Syrian  Orthodox)  India 

Bishop  Raines  (Methodist)  U.S.A. 

Rev.  Colin  Williams  (Methodist)  Australia 
a  Latin  American 

4.  MEMBERS  OF  THE  WORKING  COMMITTEE 
OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  MISSIONARY  STUDIES 

Chairman  :  Prof.  M.  Searle  Bates  (Disciples)  U.S.A. 

Vice-Chairman  :  Prof.  H.  Kraemer  (Reformed)  Netherlands 

Rev.  C.  G.  Baeta  (Presbyterian  Church)  West  Africa 
Dr.  J.  H.  Bavinck  (Reformed)  Netherlands 
Dr.  F.  Birkeli  (Lutheran)  Norway 
Mr.  R.  M.  Chetsingh  (Friends)  India 
Prof.  Horton  Davies  (Congr.)  U.K. 

Mr.  B.  Guansing  (United)  Philippines 
Rev.  Victor  Hayward  (Baptist)  U.K. 

Rev.  Daisoice  Kitagawa  (Anglican)  Japan 
Bishop  Lesslie  Newbigin  (C.S.I.)  India 
Dr.  Alfonso  Rodriguez  (United)  Cuba 
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Prof.  B.  G.  M.  Sundkler  (Lutheran)  Sweden 
The  Director  of  the  Research  Department  of  the  Division  of 
Foreign  Missions  of  the  N.C.C.C.  U.S.A. 

Dr.  Andrew  Thakur  Das  (United)  Pakistan 

5.  DIVISIONAL  COMMITTEE  (Studies) 

Chairman  :  Prof.  W.  Freytag  (EKiD)  Germany 

Prof.  M.  Searle  Bates  (Disciples)  U.S.A.  (Missionary  Studies) 
Prof.  G.  Florovsky  (Orthodox)  U.S.A.  (Faith  and  Order) 

Dr.  Pierre  Maury  (Reformed)  France  (Evangelism) 

Bishop  Lesslie  Newbigin  (C.S.I.)  India  (Missionary  Studies) 
Bishop  Nichols  (A.M.E.C.)  U.S.A.  (Church  and  Society) 

Dr.  Oliver  Tomkins  (Anglican)  U.K.  (Faith  and  Order) 

Prof.  E.  de  Vries  (Methodist)  Netherlands  (Church  and  Society) 
Canon  Th.  O.  Wedel  (Prot.  Episc.)  U.S.A.  (Evangelism) 

plus : 

Dr.  N.  Ehrenstrom  (Lutheran)  Sweden 

Dr.  H.  Renkewitz  (Moravian  Church)  Germany 


II.  Division  of  Ecumenical  Action 

1.  YOUTH  DEPARTMENT  WORKING  COMMITTEE 

Chairman  :  Mr.  Roderick  French  (Prot.  Episc.)  U.S.A. 

Vice-Chairmen:  Mr.  Jean  Meyendorff  (Orthodox)  France 

Miss  Lydia  Garrido  (Baptist)  Philippines 

Mr.  A.  Adegbola  (Methodist)  Nigeria 
Mr.  J.  M.  Butterfield  (Anglican)  U.K. 

Mr.  W.  Cesar  (Presbyterian)  Brazil 

Mr.  H.  van  Coeverden  (Reformed)  Netherlands 

Miss  L.  Griffiths  (Church  of  Christ)  Australia 

Mr.  G.  Khodr  (Orthodox)  Lebanon 

Miss  E.  McIntyre  (Presbyt.)  Canada 

Bishop  G.  Noth  (Lutheran)  Germany 

Mr.  R.  Rios  (Methodist)  Argentina 

Mr.  J.  Sadiq  (Anglican)  India 

Miss  E.  Weisser  (Lutheran)  Germany 

vacancy 

2.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LAITY 

Chairman  :  Mr.  R.  D.  Paul  (C.S.I.)  India 

Vice-Chairman  :  Dr.  H.  H.  Walz  (Lutheran)  Germany 

Mr.  Edwin  Barker  (Anglican)  U.K. 

Prof.  J.  Ellul  (Reformed)  France 
Rev.  C.  O.  Hartman  (Lutheran)  Sweden 
Dr.  W.  Horton  (Congreg.)  U.S.A. 

Mrs.  Douglas  Horton  (Congreg.)  U.S.A. 

Prof.  B.  Ioannidis  (Orthodox)  Greece 
Dr.  W.  Kist  (Reformed)  Netherlands 
Mr.  F.  P.  Miller  (Presbyterian)  U.S.A. 
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Mr.  Irwin  Miller  (Disciples)  U.S.A. 

Dr.  Elisabeth  Schwarzhaupt  (Reformed)  Germany 
Dr.  C.  C.  Stoughton  (Lutheran)  U.S.A. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Symons  (Methodist)  U.K. 

Rev.  Ralph  Young  (United)  Canada 

3.  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  ECUMENICAL  INSTITUTE 

Chairman  :  Mrs.  Kathleen  Bliss  (Anglican)  U.K. 

Rev.  Francis  Ayres  (Prot.  Episc.)  U.S.A. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Buckner  (Disciples)  U.S.A. 

Dr.  P.  D.  Devanandan  (C.S.I.)  India 
Miss  S.  de  Dietrich  (Reformed)  France 
Prof.  H.  d’Espine  (Reformed)  Switzerland 
Prof.  Evdokimov  (Orthodox)  France 
Rev.  Daniel  Jenkins  (Congr.)  U.K. 

Dr.  Carl  Lund-quist  (Augustana)  U.S.A. 

Dr.  MacGiffert  (Congr.)  U.S.A. 

Dr.  Siirila  (Evangelical)  Finland 
Canon  Sansbury  (Anglican)  U.K. 

Dr.  Wischmann  (Lutheran)  Germany 

4.  COMMISSION  ON  COOPERATION  OF  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

Co-Chairmen  :  Miss  Gwenyth  Hubble  (Baptist)  U.K. 

Dean  W.  G.  Muelder  (Methodist)  U.S.A. 

Prof.  H.  Berkhof  (Reformed)  Netherlands 
Mr.  A.  Dumas  (Reformed)  France 
Canon  S.  L.  Greenslade  (Anglican)  U.K. 

Mrs.  R.  Karefa-Smart  (Methodist)  W.  Africa 
Miss  J.  Lozada  (Disciples)  Argentine 
Miss  Marion  Royce  (Anglican)  Canada 
Dr.  H.  Thimme  (EKiD)  Germany 
Prof.  S.  Verkovsky  (Orthodox)  U.S.A. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Wed  el  (Prot.  Episc.)  U.S.A. 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Whitelaw  (Reformed)  New  Zealand 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Wyker  (Disciples)  U.S.A. 

Mrs.  M.  Lindstrom  (Lutheran)  Sweden 
vacancy 

Two  consultants  ex  officio  : 

Mr.  Philippe  Maury  (Reformed)  W.S.C.F. 

Miss  Helen  Roberts  (Anglican)  Y.W.C.A. 

5.  DIVISIONAL  COMMITTEE  (Ecumenical  Action) 

Chairman  :  Dr.  Marc  Boegner  (Reformed)  France 

Prof.  Berkhof  (Reformed)  Netherlands  )  Cooperation  of 
Miss  Gwenyth  Hubble  (Baptist)  U.K.  f  Men  and  Women 

Dr.  Kathleen  Bliss  (Anglican)  U.K.  j  Ecumenical 
Dr.  P.  Evdokimov  (Orthodox)  France  f  Institute 

Mr.  R.  D.  Paul  (C.S.I.)  India  \  T  . 

Mr.  F.  P.  Miller  (Presbyt.)  U.S.A.  j  Laity 

Mr.  Roderick  French  (Prot.  Episc.)  U.S.A.  \  v  , 

Bishop  G.  Noth  (Lutheran)  Germany  i  011 
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plus  two  : 

Dr.  Reinold  von  Thadden  (EKiD)  Germany 
Rev.  Robert  Tobias  (Disciples)  U.S.A. 


III.  Division  of  Interchurch  Aid  and  Service  to  Refugees 

Rev.  Ch.  Arbuthnot  (Reformed)  U.S.A. 

Dr.  Eugene  Blake  (Presbyterian)  U.S.A.  (ex  officio) 
Mr.  R.  M.  Chetsingh  (Friends)  India 
Prof.  V.  Herntrich  (Lutheran)  Germany 
Dr.  A.  Koechlin  (Reformed)  Switzerland 
Miss  Janet  Lacey  (Anglican)  U.K. 

Dr.  G.  P.  Warfield  (Methodist)  U.S.A. 

Dr.  M.  R.  Zigler  (Brethren)  U.S.A. 


IV.  Committee  of  the  Department  of  Information 

Chairman  :  Mr.  Charles  Taft  (Prot.  Episc.)  U.S.A. 

Mrs.  F.  O.  Bennett  (Presbyt.)  New  Zealand 
Rev.  P.  K.  Dagadu  (Methodist)  Gold  Coast 
Mr.  Albert  Finet  (Reformed)  France 
Bishop  J.  Lilje  (Lutheran)  Germany 
Rev.  Martin  Lindstam  (Lutheran)  Sweden 
Rev.  Cecil  Northcott  (Congr.)  U.K. 

Mr.  Charles  Parlin  (Methodist)  U.S.A. 

Rev.  R.  D.  Say  (Anglican)  U.K. 


V.  Finance  Sub-Committee  of  the  Central  Committee 

Chairman  :  Dr.  Eugene  Blake  (Presbyt.)  U.S.A. 

Vice-Chairman  :  Mr.  Georges  Lombard  (Reformed)  Switzerland 

Dr.  Atiya  (Coptic  Orthodox)  Egypt 
Dr.  Eric  Baker  (Methodist)  U.K. 

Rev.  C.  B.  Brink  (Reformed)  S.  Africa 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  (Anglican)  U.K. 

Mr.  B.  J.  Hartwell  (Congr.)  U.K. 

Principal  C.  Nicholson  (United)  Canada 
Dr.  Martin  Niemoeller  (EKiD)  Germany 
Prof.  A.  Nikolainen  (Lutheran)  Finland 
Bishop  G.  B.  Oxnam  (Methodist)  U.S.A. 

Prof.  L.  Pap  (Reformed)  Hungary 
Mr.  Charles  Parlin  (Methodist)  U.S.A. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Paul  (C.S.I.)  India 
Dr.  E.  Payne  (Baptist)  U.K. 

President  Nathan  Pusey  (Prot.  Episcopal)  U.S.A. 
Rev.  C.  D.  Ryan  (Congr.)  Australia 
Bishop  Sherrill  (Prot.  Episcopal)  U.S.A. 

Dr.  H.  F.  Schuh  (Lutheran)  U.S.A. 

Bishop  J.  Smemo  (Lutheran)  Norway 
Prof.  W.  S.  Tindal  (Presbyterian)  Scotland 
Dr.  J.  E.  Wagner  (Ev.  and  Ref.)  U.S.A. 

Bishop  A.  K.  Warren  (Anglican)  New  Zealand 
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VI.  Joint  Committee  of  I.M.C.  and  W.C.C. 


The  Bishop  of  Chichester  (Anglican)  U.K. 

Dr.  A.  Eeg-Olofsson  (Miss.  Covenant  Church  of  Sweden)  Sweden 
Dr.  Franklin  Clark  Fry  (Lutheran)  U.S.A. 

Dr.  A.  Koechlin  (Reformed)  Switzerland 
Dr.  Reuben  Nelson  (Baptist)  U.S.A. 

Mr.  R.  D.  Paul  (C.S.I.)  India 

BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS  OF  GRADUATE  SCHOOL 

Prof.  H.  Alivisatos  (Orthodox)  Greece 
Prof.  J.  Courvoisier  (Reformed)  Switzerland 
Prof.  D.  G.  Moses  (United)  Pakistan 
Dean  W.  Muelder  (Methodist)  U.S.A. 

Dean  Liston  Pope  (Congr.)  U.S.A. 

Prof.  Regin  Prenter  (Lutheran)  Denmark 
Prof.  E.  Schlink  (Lutheran)  Germany 
Canon  O.  Tomkins  (Anglican)  U.K. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Visser ’t  Hooft  (Reformed)  Netherlands 

N.B.  The  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Graduate  School  is  a  special  case  as  it  is  a 
legal  entity  responsible  jointly  to  the  W.C.C.  and  to  the  University  of  Geneva 
and  jointly  appointed  by  them. 
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Minutes  of  the  Sixth  Meeting 

of  the 

Central  Committee 

Ida  Noyes  Hall,  University  of  Chicago 
Chicago,  Illinois,  U.S.A. 

August  12-14,  1954 


1.  Opening  Worship 

Opening  worship  was  held  in  the  chapel  of  the  Chicago  Theological  Seminary  and  was 
conducted  by  Dr.  Alphons  Koechlin. 

2.  Business  Meeting 

The  business  meeting  was  opened  at  9.30  by  the  chairman.  He  paid  tribute  to  Miss 
Sarah  Chakko  who  had  died  since  the  previous  meeting  in  Lucknow,  India.  The  chairman 
pointed  out  that  this  was  the  last  meeting  of  this  Central  Committee.  Each  member  had 
considered  his  appointment  both  an  honour  and  a  responsibility.  At  the  time  of  the 
Amsterdam  Assembly  all  had  recognised  that  many  difficulties  lay  ahead.  There  had  indeed 
been  many  tensions  in  the  world.  Yet  the  churches  could  be  said  not  only  to  have  carried 
out  the  mandate  of  the  Assembly  at  Amsterdam  —  “We  intend  to  stay  together”  —  but 
they  had  indeed  grown  together.  He  spoke  of  the  happy  relationship  which  had  existed 
between  the  membership  of  the  Central  Committee  and  the  staff  of  the  World  Council. 
He  underlined  the  importance  of  the  fact  that  the  Committee  had  been  able  to  meet  in 
Asia  and  also  noted  the  strengthening  of  relationships  with  the  International  Missionary 
Council.  In  the  chairman’s  opinion,  the  World  Council  today  was  stronger  than  in  1948  ; 
it  was  better  known  and  carried  more  weight.  The  Central  Committee  could  hand  on  its 
work  with  hope  and  in  good  heart  with  faith  in  the  Council’s  future. 


3.  Attendance 

Chairman  :  The  Bishop  of  Chichester 

Vice-Chairman  :  Dr.  Franklin  Clark  Fry 

Presidents  :  Bishop  Eivind  Berggrav 

Dr.  Marc  Boegner 
Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam 


The  Archbishop 

Members  : 

Prof.  H.  S.  Alivtsatos 
Dr.  M.  E.  Aubrey 
Bishop  J.  C.  Baker 
Dr.  P.  O.  Bersell 
Archbishop  Y.  Brilioth 
Dr.  G.  W.  Buckner,  Jr. 

Dr.  L.  E.  Cooke 
Dr.  E.  T.  Dahlberg 
Bishop  F.  K.  O.  Dibelius 
Bishop  Angus  Dun 
Prof.  G.  Florovsky 
Bishop  Fuglsang-Damgaard 
Dr.  L.  W.  Goebel 
Sir  Kenneth  Grubb 


Thyateira 

Dr.  R.  W.  Lloyd 
Dr.  John  A.  Mackay 
The  Bishop  of  Malmesbury 
Pastor  Pierre  Maury 
Bishop  G.  May 
Dr.  Benjamin  Mays 
Dr.  J.  Earl  Moreland 
Dr.  M.  Niemo ELLER 
Pfarrer  D.  W.  Niesel 
Professor  L.  Pap 
Pastor  P.  T.  Poincenot 
Dr.  H.  Renkewitz 
Archbishop  Dr.  A.  Rinkel 
Commissioner  G.  Simpson 
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Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt 

Dr.  Douglas  Horton 

Prof.  J.  L.  Hromadka 

Metropolitan  Mar  Thoma  Juhanon 

Dr.  A.  Koechlin 

Dr.  M.  Kozaki 

Bishop  J.  Lilje 


Dr.  R.  W.  Sockman 
Bishop  J.  W.  Stamm 
Mrs.  Leslie  Swain 
Mr.  Charles  P.  Taft 
Dr.  R.  von  Thadden 
Rev.  E.  Clifford  Urwin 


Substitutes  : 

Dr.  E.  Baker  for  Dr.  Newton  Flew 

Dr.  H.  Berkhof  for  Prof.  Berkelbach  van  der  Sprenkel 

The  Rev.  C.  B.  Brink  for  Dr.  G.  B.  A.  Gerdener 

Bishop  J.  Chabada  for  Bishop  F.  Ruppeldt 

Mr.  Olle  Engstroem  for  Dr.  S.  Skoeld 

Canon  Dr.  W.  W.  Judd  for  Canon  R.  A.  Hiltz 

Prof.  Aimo  T.  Nikolainen  for  Archbishop  Salomies 

Rt.  Rev.  Daniel  Mar  Philoxenos  for  Metropolitan  Mar  Theodosius 

Rev.  J.  D.  Salmond  for  the  Rev.  J.  Baird 

Dr.  W.  F.  Schmidt  for  Bishop  H.  Meiser 

Rev.  K.  Slack  for  Dr.  Whitehorn 

Prof.  W.  S.  Tindal  for  Sir  Tom  Taylor 

Bishop  L.  Veto  for  Bishop  L.  Ordass 


Consultants  from  Fraternal  Bodies  : 

Rev.  Nelson  Chappel  (for  the  World  Council  of  Christian  Education  and  Sunday 
School  Association) 

Rev.  W.  J.  Gallagher  (Canadian  Council  of  Churches) 

Dr.  P.  M.  Limbert  (World’s  Alliance  of  Y.M.C.A.’s) 

Dr.  Ralph  W.  Lloyd  (see  Members  of  Central  Committee)  (for  Alliance  of  Reformed 
Churches  throughout  the  world  holding  the  Presbyterian  System) 

Dr.  Carl  Lund-Quist  (for  the  Lutheran  World  Federation) 

Dr.  Malcolm  G.  Mackay  (for  the  Australian  Council  for  the  World  Council  of 
Churches) 

Rev.  R.  David  Say  (for  the  British  Council  of  Churches) 


Consultants  : 

Dr.  E.  A.  Payne  (Chairman  of  the  Worship  Committee  for  the  Assembly) 

Mr.  Charles  Parlin  (Chairman  of  the  Press  and  Broadcasting  Committee  for  the 
Assembly) 

President  H.  P.  Van  Dusen  (Chairman,  Study  Department  Committee) 

Guests  :  The  Rev.  W.  A.  Landman 
M.  Georges  Lombard 
The  Rev.  Father  K.  Philipos 

Staff : 

Mr.  K.  M.  Baker,  Jr. 

Dr.  R.  S.  Bilheimer 
Dr.  Samuel  McCrea  Cavert 
Dr.  H.  Kraemer 
Dr.  R.  C.  Mackie 

Consultant  from  Associated  Body  : 

Dr.  Charles  Ranson  (International  Missionary  Council) 

4.  Report  of  the  General  Secretary 

Dr.  Visser ’t  Hooft  said  he  would  speak  primarily  of  Assembly  matters  since  these  had 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  staff  almost  exclusively  since  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Central  Committee.  He  spoke  of  the  preparation  made  in  many  churches  and  of  the 


Dr.  Rajah  Manikam 

Dr.  D.  T.  Niles 

Mr.  F.  Northam 

Dr.  W.  A.  Visser  *t  Hooft 

Dr.  H.  H.  Walz 
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books  which  had  been  published  about  the  World  Council  and  about  the  main  theme  of 
the  Assembly  mentioning  in  particular  the  chairman’s  Penguin  Book.  As  to  the  expected 
attendance  at  Evanston,  he  noted  that  basic  requirements  set  by  the  Central  Committee 
could  be  said  to  have  been  met.  The  vast  majority  of  the  churches  would  be  represented. 
There  would,  of  course,  be  certain  gaps  as  in  the  case  of  China.  On  the  other  hand  the 
representation  of  the  Orthodox  Churches  and  of  some  of  the  younger  churches  would 
probably  be  greater  than  at  any  previous  ecumenical  meeting.  There  would  be  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  observers  from  non-member  churches.  He  felt  that  the  Committee  had 
reason  for  satisfaction  about  the  favorable  atmosphere  which  prevailed  in  the  United  States. 


5.  Admission  of  Delegates 

Dr.  Nolde  said  that  very  great  pains  had  had  to  be  taken  to  assure  the  entry  of  all 
delegates  into  the  United  States.  However,  within  the  law,  he  had  received  greatest 
cooperation  from  the  American  authorities.  There  was  still  doubt  with  regard  to  certain 
cases  because  the  applications  for  visas  had  not  been  made  in  time  for  processing.  It  could 
however  be  said  that  the  conditions  laid  down  by  the  Central  Committee  had  been  met. 

Dr.  Pap  rose  to  express  his  thanks  to  Dr.  Yisser ’t  Hooft  and  to  other  World  Council 
leaders  for  what  they  had  done  to  assure  the  presence  of  the  delegates  from  Hungary.  He 
regretted  that  difficulties  outside  the  churches  made  such  labours  necessary  and  appealed 
to  the  members  of  the  Committee  to  do  all  they  could  to  make  it  possible  for  the  churches 
in  Hungary  to  remain  in  fellowship  with  their  sister  churches  and  with  the  World  Council 
of  Churches. 


6.  Arrangements  at  Evanston 

Dr.  Bilheimer  presented  the  Handbook  of  the  Assembly,  explained  some  of  the  material 
contained  in  it  and  described  the  plans  for  the  Assembly  arrangements. 


7.  Structure  and  Functioning 

Dr.  Cooke  called  attention  to  the  report  on  the  structure  and  functioning  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  as  it  appeared  in  the  Assembly  Workbook.  He  called  attention  to 
three  additions  on  which  the  Committee  would  need  to  take  action  :  (1)  The  recommenda¬ 
tions  which  had  already  been  incorporated  in  the  report  on  pages  17  and  18  for  the  further 
integration  of  the  work  of  the  International  Missionary  Council  and  the  World  Council 
of  Churches.  (2)  The  reference  on  page  18  of  the  Workbook  to  the  United  Bible  Societies 
which  should  be  amended  to  include  the  new  recommendation  of  the  United  Bible  Societies 
for  cooperation  with  the  World  Council.  (3)  Dr.  Cooke  said  that  some  American  members 
of  the  Committee  had  been  asked  to  prepare  a  statement  on  the  future  organization  of  the 
New  York  office,  and  that  this  was  now  ready.  Copies  would  be  available  for  the  delegates 
at  Evanston  and  it  should  be  included  as  part  of  the  whole  report  of  the  Central  Committee 
on  structure  and  functioning. 

Dr.  Cooke  called  attention  to  the  procedure  by  which  the  report  would  come  to  the 
Assembly.  The  Committee  on  Structure  and  Functioning  no  longer  existed  and  this  report 
would  now  go  to  the  Assembly  as  the  proposals  of  the  Central  Committee  itself.  He  called 
attention  to  the  procedure  as  it  was  proposed  on  page  9  of  the  Workbook. 

Bishop  Lilje  asked  whether  any  special  attention  would  be  given  to  the  matter  of  the 
presidium.  Dr.  Visser ’t  Hooft  pointed  out  that  the  presidents  had  played  a  very  important 
role  in  the  first  six  years  in  the  Council’s  life  both  as  representatives  of  the  World  Council 
before  the  world  and  in  their  capacities  as  members  of  the  Executive  and  Central  Com¬ 
mittees.  The  question  was  raised  as  to  whether  a  reference  would  be  made  to  the  fact  that 
there  had  not  been  a  unanimous  opinion  at  Lucknow  on  the  question  of  the  eligibility  of 
presidents  for  immediate  re-election.  Bishop  Oxnam  moved  and  Archbishop  Brilioth 
seconded  the  motion  that  “members  of  the  Central  Committee,  or  of  any  committee  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  who  dissent  from  any  part  of  a  committee  report  presented 
to  the  Assembly  are  free,  as  individual  members  of  the  Assembly,  to  express  that  dissent 
when  the  report  is  being  considered  by  the  Assembly.”  After  considerable  discussion  in 
which  questions  were  raised  by  Dr.  Aubrey,  Dr.  Koechlin  and  others,  the  motion  was 
carried  without  a  dissenting  voice. 
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Several  points  of  clarification  were  raised.  Pastor  Schmidt  asked  whether  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  make  it  clearer  on  page  37  of  the  Workbook  that  the  Nominations 
Committee  of  the  Central  Committee  must  present  names  for  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Reverend  Engstroem  asked  what  the  Workbook  meant  on  page  16  when  it  said  “Any 
member  church  which  prefers  to  have  direct  relationships  with  the  World  Council  in  any 
field  of  work  can  have  such  direct  relationships.”  He  wondered  whether  that  implied  that 
the  churches  normally  would  work  through  the  National  Councils  of  Churches.  Dr.  Visser 
t’  Hooft  replied  that  the  only  thing  intended  here  was  a  reference  to  the  programme  activities 
of  the  World  Council.  This  sentence  was  included  so  that  even  on  programme  questions 
where  the  churches  had  already  indicated  their  intention  to  work  through  the  national 
councils,  they  would  nevertheless  be  free  to  make  direct  contact  with  the  World  Council 
if  they  so  desired. 

Dr.  Aubrey  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Structure  and  Functioning  as 
contained  in  the  Workbook  with  the  additions  and  amendments  mentioned  by  Dr.  Cooke 
be  adopted,  and  it  was  unanimously 

Agreed  :  that  the  report  on  Structure  and  Functioning  be  sent  to  the  Assembly  as  the 
recommendation  of  the  Central  Committee  concerning  the  structure  and  functioning 
of  the  Council. 


8.  Report  of  the  Central  Committee  to  the  Assembly 

The  Bishop  of  Chichester  said  that  the  real  report  of  the  Central  Committee  was  con¬ 
tained  in  the  volume  “The  First  Six  Years”  which  had  been  circulated  to  the  Assembly 
participants.  He  indicated  that  in  his  oral  report  to  the  Assembly  he  would  give  his  general 
impressions  of  the  work  of  the  Central  Committee. 


9.  Statement  of  the  General  Secretary  to  the  Assembly 

Dr.  Visser  ’t  Hooft  said  that  his  statement  to  the  Plenary  Session  of  the  Assembly  would 
deal  with  some  of  the  questions  generally  asked  about  the  World  Council  and  would  also 
be  aimed  at  the  general  public. 


10.  Worship  Arrangements 

Dr.  Payne  reported  on  the  arrangements  for  the  worship  and  called  attention  to  the 
pages  in  the  Handbook  6  to  9.  He  also  reported  that  the  daily  Bible  Study  Guide  entitled 
“New  Every  Morning”  had  been  distributed  to  all  the  Assembly  participants  and  was  also 
being  widely  used  by  church  members  all  over  the  world.  The  chairman  expressed  his 
gratitude  to  Dr.  Payne  and  the  Worship  Committee. 


11.  Changes  in  Programme 

Dr.  Visser  ’t  Hooft  presented  the  programme  of  the  Assembly  as  it  is  contained  in  the 
Assembly  Handbook  and  pointed  out  that  the  following  changes  had  been  made  since  the 
printing  of  the  Handbook  : 

a)  Bishop  Newbigin  would  be  asked  to  give  his  brief  presentation  of  the  report  of  the 
Advisory  Commission  not  on  Sunday  afternoon  August  15,  but  rather  on  Monday 
afternoon  August  16. 

b)  The  general  discussion  scheduled  for  the  afternoon  of  Monday  August  16  would 
be  carried  on  in  the  morning  and  an  opportunity  given  for  questions  and  discussion 
of  the  recommendations  of  the  Central  Committee  on  structure  and  functioning 
following  its  presentation  by  Dr.  Cooke  in  the  afternoon. 

c)  The  President  of  the  United  States  would  visit  the  Assembly  on  the  afternoon  of 
August  19  and  on  that  occasion  a  special  meeting  under  the  joint  auspices  of  the 
World  Council  and  Northwestern  University  would  be  held  on  Deering  Meadow 
at  4  o’clock.  This  would  necessitate  putting  the  group  discussions  scheduled  that 
afternoon  and  the  meeting  of  the  Accredited  Visitors  Programme  ahead  to  1.30  p.m. 
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d)  The  Secretary  General  of  the  United  Nations  Mr.  Hammarskjold  had  agreed  to 
address  the  Assembly. 

e)  Professor  Reinhold  Niebuhr  unfortunately  had  written  that  he  would  not  be  able 
to  attend  the  Assembly. 

With  these  amendments,  the  Central  Committee 

Agreed  :  to  approve  the  programme  as  printed  in  the  Handbook  with  the  changes 
mentioned  above. 


12.  Nominations  of  Officers  for  the  Assembly 

The  Central  Committee 

Agreed  :  to  submit  the  following  names  to  the  Assembly  for  nomination  : 

a)  Presiding  Officers  (As  they  appear  on  page  20  of  Official  Handbook)  (see  Appen¬ 
dix  A). 

b)  Steering  Committee  of  the  Assembly  (see  Appendix  B). 

c)  Credentials  Committee  : 

Chairman  :  Dr.  M.  E.  Aubrey 

Members  :  Prof.  H.  S.  Alivisatos 
Bishop  Ivan  Lee  Holt 
Dr.  Douglas  Horton 
The  Bishop  of  Malmesbury 
Pastor  D.  W.  Niesel 

d)  Nominations  Committee  : 

Chairman  :  Dr.  J.  Earl  Moreland 

Members  :  Professor  Basil  Ioannides 
Bishop  J.  Lilje 
Pastor  Pierre  Maury 
Mr.  Rajaiah  D.  Paul 
Rev.  David  Say 
Mrs.  Leslie  Swain 

e)  Steering  Committee  of  the  Accredited  Visitors'  Programme  : 

The  Rev.  George  Appleton 
Oberkirchenrat  Dr.  Beckmann 
Dr.  C.  Bonnevie-Svendsen 
Dr.  Albert  Buckner  Coe 
Rev.  Dr.  Hivale 
Rt.  Rev.  Stephen  Keeler 
Dr.  Marjorie  Reeves 
Rev.  H.  J.  F.  Wesseldijk 
Bishop  Michael  Yashiro 
Mr.  Stephen  Shoshtah 

f)  Main  Theme  Group  Leaders  (As  they  appear  on  page  21  of  the  Handbook)  (see 
Appendix  C). 

g)  Message  Drafting  Group 

The  Committee 

Agreed  :  to  let  the  Steering  Committee  decide  who  should  be  the  members  of  this  group. 

h)  Officers  of  the  Sections  (As  they  appear  on  page  22  of  the  Handbook)  (see 
Appendix  D). 

i)  Officers  of  the  Committees  on  World  Council  Business  and  of  Sub-Committees  : 
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Committee  : 


Chairman 

Vice-Chairman 

Secretaries 

Liaison 

1.  General  Policy 

Bishop  W.  C. 

Dr.  A.  Koechlin 

Dr.  Cavert 

Dr.  Gallagher 

Martin 

Mr.  Baker 

2.  Division  of  Studies 

Dr.  Meyer 

Prof.  Jessop 

Dr.  Harms 

Pastor  Menn 

a)  Faith  &  Order 

Dr.  Berkhof 

Dr.  J.  R.  Nelson 

b )  Evangelism 

Prof.  Jessop 

Dr.  Niles 

c )  Church  & 

The  Duke  of 

Mr.  Abrecht 

Society 

Hamilton 

Mr.  Turnbull 

d)  Missionary 

Dr.  Meyer 

Rev.  Nielsen 

Studies 

(Dr.  Manikam) 

3.  Division  of  Ecu¬ 

Bishop  A.  Dun 

Prof.  Burgelin 

Rev.  House 

Miss  Asch 

menical  Action 

a )  Institute 

Dr.  Buckner 

Prof.  Kraemer 

b )  Laity 

Dr.  Gladfelter 

Dr.  Walz 

c )  Cooperation  of 

Dr.  Van  Veen 

Mile  Barot 

Men  and  Women 

d)  Youth 

Rev.  Sullivan 

Mr.  Molander 

4.  Division  of 

Dr.  Emmen 

Dr.  Dougall 

Dr.  Chandler 

Dr.  W.  Thomas 

I.C.A./S.R. 

Dr.  Zwayer 

a)  I. C. A.  in  Europe  Dr.  Emmen 

Rev.  Maxwell 

b )  Refugees 

The  Very  Rev. 

Dr.  Chandler 

Witton-Davies 

Mr.  Bonnell 

Dean  Elliott 

Mr.  Shorrock 

c )  Emergency 

Dr.  Dougall 

Mr.  Vaught 

I.C.A.  and 

Mr.  Atkinson  ^ 

Relief 

(Dr.  Manikam) 

d)  Supplies 

Pfarrer  Puffert 

Dr.  Zwayer 

5.  Information 

Dr.  Payne 

Mr.  Garrett 

Rev.  R.  Stevens* 

6.  Finance 

Dr.  E.  C.  Blake 

Mr.  Northam 

M.  Lombard 

7.  C.C.I.A. 

Mr.  Wikborg 

Dr.  Rees 

Rev.  Eastman 

Working  Committees'  Coordinating  Group 

Mr.  Taft  Dr.  Mackie 

Dr.  Espy 


(It  was  further  agreed  for  the  purpose  of  this  Assembly,  that  the  term  Steering  Com¬ 
mittee  should  be  used  instead  of  Business  Committee  of  the  Assembly  though  the  legal 
name  given  in  the  constitution  is  Business  Committee  of  the  Assembly.) 


13.  Nature  of  the  Message 

Bishop  Berggrav  reported  that  a  sub-committee  of  the  Executive  Committee  had  met 
to  consider  the  nature  of  the  message,  and  that  it  desired  to  submit  the  following 
resolution  : 

It  is  hoped  that  the  report  of  the  Advisory  Commission  on  the  Main  Theme  in 
whatever  degree  of  favour  it  is  received  by  the  Assembly  be  without  amendment  sent 
to  the  member  churches  with  a  preface  summarizing  the  comments  made  by  the  Main 
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Theme  Groups  and/or  the  Assembly,  this  preface  being  prepared  by  the  Main  Theme 
Co-ordinating  Group  and  approved  by  the  Assembly. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  message  when  drafted  should  be  not  more  than  2,000  words  in 
length  —  as  short  as  possible  —  and  that  it  should  be  substantially  an  exposition  of 
the  Christian  hope  taking  into  account  the  comments  made  in  the  Main  Theme  Groups, 
that  it  should  be  written  in  plain  language  addressed  to  the  churches,  but  written  in 
such  a  way  that  the  general  public  should  understand  it.  It  should  include  brief  expla¬ 
nations  of  the  meaning  of  the  Christian  hope  for  the  subsidiary  topics  (or  at  least  some 
of  them).  It  is  further  hoped  that  the  message  shall  be  considered  as  an  appeal  to  the 
churches  and  the  world.  Reference  might  well  be  made  to  the  sentence  from  the  Am¬ 
sterdam  message  “We  intend  to  stay  together”  adding  that  we  have  done  so  in  spite 
of  the  far  off  goal  of  our  fellowship,  which  goal  is  by  the  grace  of  God  to  create  a  family 
of  Christian  churches  in  the  world. 

Bishop  Berggrav  moved  this  resolution.  The  Bishop  of  Malmesbury  said  he  hoped 
that  the  ordinary  people  in  the  churches  would  be  remembered  in  the  drafting  of  the  message. 
Dr.  Aubrey  thought  it  would  be  very  useful  in  the  parishes.  There  was  some  discussion 
as  to  the  length  of  the  message,  and  a  general  feeling  was  expressed  that  it  should  be  brief 
but  long  enough  to  include  the  essential  points  which  the  Assembly  wished  to  get  across 
to  the  church  members,  and  to  the  world.  Several  members  pointed  out  that  on  a  topic 
like  the  Christian  hope  the  church  members  must  necessarily  be  the  first  audience  in  mind. 
Dr.  Hromadka  said  that  while  this  was  true,  he  hoped  that  it  would  be  remembered  that 
the  non-Christian  world  would  be  listening  very  attentively  for  the  relevance  of  what  the 
World  Council  had  to  say.  There  was  a  tremendous  opportunity  for  the  Church  to  be 
heard  by  those  outside. 

Dr.  Visser  ’t  Hooft  pointed  out  that  it  had  never  been  decided  what  should  be  done 
with  the  Advisory  Commission  document  and  he  did  not  feel  that  the  Central  Committee 
or  the  Steering  Committee  should  try  to  legislate  for  the  Assembly  on  this  matter.  After 
considerable  discussion,  it  was 

Agreed  :  to  give  general  approval  to  the  following  procedure  :  That  on  Monday  after¬ 
noon  August  16,  following  the  presentation  of  Bishop  Newbigin,  Dr.  Fry  should 
on  behalf  of  the  Steering  Committee  point  out  the  difficulties  presented  in  the  handling 
of  the  report  of  the  Advisory  Commission  and  that  he  should  indicate  the  various 
possible  ways  of  handling  it  but  state  that  the  Steering  Committee  desired  to  propose 
to  the  Assembly  at  the  time  when  the  Main  Theme  came  up  for  discussion,  that  the 
Report  of  the  Advisory  Commission  should  be  sent  to  the  churches  in  its  present 
form  accompanied  by  a  preface  expressing  the  opinion  of  the  Assembly  about  the 
document  and  a  short  precis  summarizing  the  discussion  which  had  gone  on  in  the 
Main  Theme  Groups.  It  was  further 

Agreed  :  that  in  general,  message  drafters  should  be  encouraged  to  keep  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  churches  in  mind  as  they  drafted  the  message,  but  that  they  should  also 
be  encouraged  to  speak  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  understood  outside. 


14.  Applications  for  Membership 

Dr.  Visser  ’t  Hooft  reported  that  many  applications  for  membership  had  come  in,  in 
recent  weeks.  These  applications  had  been  put  before  the  Executive  Committee  and  with 
one  exception  it  was  felt  that  nothing  could  be  done  about  them  at  this  time.  There  were, 
however,  recommendations  from  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  at  Konigstein. 

A.  The  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  the  Cape  Province 

The  Executive  Committee  recommended  the  admission  of  this  church  by 
the  Assembly.  Dr.  Brink  was  invited  to  give  a  brief  description  of  this  church. 
Some  questions  were  raised  because  the  letter  which  was  sent  to  the  General 
Secretary  had  included  certain  reservations  which  this  church  had  in  accepting 
membership.  It  was  pointed  out,  however,  in  the  course  of  discussion  that 
these  reservations  were  in  fact  not  conditions  to  its  membership,  but  merely 
interpretations  of  that  membership  and  that  in  substance  they  were  no  different 
from  what  other  churches  also  understood  by  their  membership  in  the  World 
Council.  Bishop  Oxnam  moved  and  it  was 

Agreed  :  that  the  application  of  this  church  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Assembly. 
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B.  Bantu  Presbyterian  Church  of  South  Africa 

The  Executive  Committee  had  also  considered  the  application  of  this  church 
and  the  Central  Committee 

Agreed  :  to  recommend  that  the  name  be  forwarded  to  the  Assembly. 

C.  National  Baptist  Convention  of  America 

The  Central  Committee  voiced  its  approval  of  the  recommendation  made  by 
the  Executive  Committee  namely  that  the  Steering  Committee  of  the  Assembly 
should  decided  whether  or  not  the  name  of  this  church  be  submitted  to  the 
Assembly  for  immediate  acceptance  into  membership . 


15.  Finance 

In  introducing  his  report,  Bishop  Oxnam  called  attention,  to  the  fact  that  the  accounts 
for  the  General  Budget  had  been  closed  with  a  small  surplus  in  each  of  the  first  five  years, 
that  the  General  Reserve  had  been  built  up  to  $130,000  and  that  $134,000  had  been  set 
aside  from  normal  revenue  over  six  years  for  the  Evanston  Assembly  —  a  sound  policy 
without  which  the  holding  of  the  Second  Assembly  would  hardly  have  been  possible. 
Income  from  member  churches  had  grown  from  nearly  $266,000  in  1949  to  over  $311,000 
in  1953  —  an  increase  of  nearly  20%.  Thus  the  finances  of  the  World  Council  were  in  good 
shape  though  there  remained  certain  problems,  some  of  which  figured  in  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee. 

Bishop  Oxnam  then  read  or,  on  certain  items,  summarised,  the  following  report  from 
the  Finance  Committee  : 

(a)  Audited  accounts  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1953 

The  Finance  Committee  received  the  printed  financial  report  setting  out  the  audited 
accounts  of  the  World  Council  for  the  year  ended  1953  and  noted  that  the  surplus  of 
Fr.  24,938.76  on  the  operations  under  the  General  Budget  had  been  allocated  according 
to  the  recommendations  of  the  Executive  Committee  as  follows  :  to  cover  deficit  for  1953 
on  Ecumenical  Press  Service,  Fr.  4,370.20,  to  cover  supplementary  contribution  to  C.C.I.A., 
Fr.  10,700.00  and  balance  to  Special  Reserve,  Fr.  9,868.56.  The  Finance  Committee  agreed 
to  recommend : 

That  approval  be  given  to  the  suggested  allocation  of  the  surplus  on  the  General 
Budget  for  1953  and  that  the  audited  accounts  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  for 
the  year  ended  December  31st  1953  be  approved. 

(b)  Ecumenical  Press  Service  —  audited  accounts  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1953. 

The  Finance  Committee  received  these  accounts  and  agreed  to  recommend  : 

That  the  audited  accounts  of  the  Ecumenical  Press  Service  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1953  be  accepted  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches  as  one  of  the  bodies 
sponsoring  that  service. 

(c)  Approved  level  of  expenditure  for  1954  —  General  Budget 

The  Committee  received  a  report  on  the  receipts  and  payments  on  the  General  Budget 
in  the  first  half  of  1954.  It  was  noted  that  receipts  from  member  churches  in  the  first  six 
months  totalled  over  $143,000  whereas  one  half  of  the  year’s  budget  would  be  $160,000; 
this  reflected  an  improvement  in  the  regular  remittance  during  the  year  of  contributions. 
Expenditure  was  running  at  almost  exactly  budget  level ;  this  was  not  surprising  in  view 
of  Assembly  preparations  even  though  in  previous  years  expenditure  has  always  been  lower 
in  the  first  six  months  than  half  the  year’s  budget.  It  was  noted  that  the  1954  accounts 
were  likely  to  be  more  closely  balanced  than  in  previous  years  but  that  there  should  be 
no  deficit.  Need  was  reported  for  an  increase  in  the  budget  allotment  to  Youth,  New  York. 
After  discussion  the  Finance  Committee  agreed  to  recommend  : 

That  authority  be  granted  for  expenditure  at  a  level  of  $14,000  by  the  Youth  Depart¬ 
ment,  New  York  section,  on  the  understanding  that  the  General  Secretary  and  the 
Director  of  Finance  and  Administration  would  ensure  that  total  expenses  during  the 
year  do  not  exceed  the  total  budget  level  of  $355,000,  nor  the  level  of  available  revenue. 
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(d)  Service  Programme  Budget  —  Department  of  Inter-Church  Aid  and 
Service  to  Refugees  —  1954 

The  Finance  Committee  received  a  report  on  operations  under  the  Service  Programme 
in  the  first  half  of  1954.  It  was  noted  that  expenditure  was  being  kept  below  budget  level 
on  all  parts  of  the  Service  Programme  except  Service  to  Refugees  and  that  there  was  good 
reason  to  hope  that  the  presentation  of  balanced  accounts  for  the  Service  to  Refugees  for 
1954  would  be  possible,  although  the  position  had  been  adversely  affected  by  the  slow 
progress  in  securing  entry  of  refugees  into  the  U.S.A.  under  the  Refugee  Relief  Act. 

(e)  Need  for  Operating  Fund  for  Service  to  Refugees 

The  Finance  Committee  considered  at  some  length  the  need  for  an  operating  fund  of 
perhaps  $250,000  for  the  Service  to  Refugees.  It  was  noted  that  on  the  one  hand  the 
experience  of  the  first  six  years  had  shown  that  the  World  Council  had  been  able  to  maintain 
a  much  larger  refugee  programme  than  could  have  been  foreseen  and  to  do  so  with  balanced 
accounts,  but  on  the  other  hand  that  it  had  become  increasingly  evident  that  a  liquid  capital 
fund  had  become  essential  for  the  safe  conduct  of  the  work,  for  solvency  of  operations 
and  for  safe-guarding  the  other  reserves  of  the  World  Council.  The  Finance  Committee 
recommended  that  the  problem  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Assembly 
with  the  suggestion  that  it  should  also  be  discussed  with  the  Committee  on  Inter-Church 
Aid  and  Service  to  Refugees. 

(f)  Post-Evanston  Revenue  Needs 

The  Finance  Committee  gave  brief  consideration  to  the  problem  of  the  relationship  of 
American  and  non-American  contributions  to  the  General  Budget  and  the  desirability  of 
direct  giving  from  member  churches  to  the  World  Council  rather  than  contributions  through 
National  Councils  of  Churches.  The  Finance  Committee  agreed  that  this  problem  should 
be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Assembly  and  also  recommended  that  some 
more  effective  method  should  be  sought  than  the  routine  presentation  to  the  Assembly  of 
the  report  of  its  Finance  Committee  for  bringing  home  to  all  delegates  the  financial  require¬ 
ments  of  the  programme  of  the  World  Council  and  the  responsibility  of  delegates  to  secure 
action  by  their  churches  in  voting  adequate  contributions.  The  Finance  Committee  had 
suggested  that  the  delegates  from  each  church  should  meet  during  the  Assembly  to  consider 
this  question  and  the  action  which  they  could  take  to  obtain  such  action. 

(g)  Appeal  for  Funds  at  the  Assembly 

The  Executive  Committee  had  referred  to  the  Finance  Committe  consideration  of 
whether  an  appeal  for  funds  should  be  made  at  the  Assembly.  It  was  recognized  that  the 
persons  present  at  Plenary  Sessions  comprised  participants  and  members  of  the  public  who 
have  purchased  tickets.  It  was  noted  that  the  programme  for  the  Inter-Church  Aid  meeting 
on  Sunday,  August  22nd  included  a  statement  that  contributions  should  be  made  through 
normal  church  channels.  The  final  decision  reflected  the  judgment  that  some  opportunity 
should  be  given  to  those  present  to  make  a  contribution  and  the  Finance  Committee  agreed 
to  recommend  : 

That  a  collection  be  received  at  the  Plenary  Session  on  the  night  of  Friday, 

August  27th. 

In  answer  to  a  question,  Bishop  Oxnam  explained  that  the  appeal  would  be  addressed 
primarily  to  the  public  visitors  present  at  the  Assembly. 

(h)  Assembly  Budget 

The  Finance  Committee  did  not  have  time  to  receive  a  report  on  the  Assembly  Budget 
but  the  position  was  as  follows.  The  approved  budget  totalled  $267,500  plus  an  additional 
budget  of  $40,000  for  public  relations  in  the  U.S.A.  The  required  revenue  of  $307,500 
had  been  secured,  $131,500  from  the  Assembly  Reserve,  $25,000  from  a  gift  from  North¬ 
western  University,  $52,500  from  registration  fees  and  ticket  sales  and  $98,500  from  contri¬ 
butions  from  American  churches  and  individual  gifts.  At  its  meeting  last  February,  however, 
authority  had  been  given  for  the  public  relations  budget  to  be  increased  and  it  now  seemed 
that  $20,000-$25,000  more  might  be  spent  than  the  original  budget  of  $40,000.  The  revenue 
to  cover  such  an  increase  in  budget  was  not  yet  assured  but  there  was  good  reason  to  hope 
that  it  would  be  possible  to  close  the  Assembly  accounts  without  deficit.  In  addition  to  the 
World  Council  budget,  the  local  Evanston  Committee  had  raised  about  $40,000  and  the 
Chicago  Committee  about  $65,000  for  separate  budgets  not  controlled  by  the  World  Counci  ] 
and  for  which  the  World  Council  was  not  responsible. 
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After  reading  each  item  in  the  above  report  which  involved  action.  Bishop  Oxnam 
moved  the  adoption  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  the  Central 
Committee  adopted  all  those  recommendations. 

The  Chairman  recalled  that  this  was  the  last  report  of  the  present  Finance  Committee 
and  expressed  in  the  name  of  the  Central  Committee  warm  thanks  to  Bishop  Oxnam  and 
to  the  members  of  the  Finance  Committee  for  the  most  effective  work  done  in  the  past 
six  years  which  had  made  possible  the  encouraging  report  which  had  just  been  given. 

16.  Revision  of  Rules 

Dr.  Fry  called  attention  to  the  proposed  rule  found  on  page  36  of  the  Workbook,  and 
it  was 

Agreed  :  that  the  Central  Committee  recommend  that  Rule  D  towards  the  bottom  of 
the  page  should  be  amended  to  read  “ divisional  and  departmental  committees.” 

17.  The  Joint  Committee  of  the  I.M.C.  and  the  W.C.C. 

Dr.  Visser  ’t  Hooft  called  attention  to  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  which  had 
met  at  Konigstein  and  which  was  printed  in  full  on  page  54  of  the  Assembly  Workbook. 
He  felt  that  this  was  a  forward  step  in  the  relationship  between  the  two  bodies.  Dr.  Ranson 
read  the  following  actions  taken  by  the  Ad  Interim  Committee  of  the  I.M.C.  : 

“(1)  W.C.C.  and  I.M.C.  Relationships 

The  Ad  Interim  Committee  receives  the  Statement  of  the  Joint  Committee  and 
accepts  the  Committee’s  brief  description  of  the  present  state  of  opinion  regarding  the 
future  organizational  relationship  of  the  W.C.C.  and  the  I.M.C.  The  Ad  Interim  Com¬ 
mittee  would,  however,  express  its  own  sense  of  the  necessity  to  press  on  to  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  further  ways  and  means  by  which  ‘the  inseparable  oneness  of  mission  and 
unity’  may  be  more  convincingly  demonstrated  in  the  life  of  the  W.C.C.  and  I.M.C. 

The  Ad  Interim  Committee  accordingly  recommends  that  the  two  bodies  continue 
to  think  and  work  together  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  an  ever  closer  and  more  dynamic 
expression  to  their  ‘association’  with  one  another.  It  believes  that  with  a  deep  sense 
of  urgency  and  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  they  should  strive  to  reach  a  con¬ 
summation  in  which  the  churches  which  compose  the  W.C.C.  and  the  councils  which 
compose  the  I.M.C.  would  sponsor  and  promote  unitedly  the  world  mission  of  the 
Church.” 

He  further  stated  that  the  Ad  Interim  Committee  had  approved  the  proposal  for  a 
Secretary  of  the  Joint  Committee  and  had  made  provision  for  such  an  appointment  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  World  Council.  It  had  unanimously  accepted  the  proposal  for  the 
Division  of  Studies  to  include  the  Department  of  Missionary  Studies  of  the  I.M.C.  It  had 
agreed  to  the  re-appointment  of  Dr.  R.  B.  Manikam  as  Joint  Secretary  in  East  Asia  and 
had  in  accordance  with  the  request  made  at  Konigstein  asked  one  of  its  senior  secretaries 
to  give  virtually  full  time  service  to  Africa  but  linked  this  with  the  hope  that  the  time  would 
soon  be  ripe  for  the  appointment  of  a  full-time  Joint  Secretary  for  Africa.  With  regard 
to  Latin  America,  it  had  asked  its  chairman,  Dr.  Mackay,  and  Mr.  R.  Anders  to  enter 
into  consultation  with  the  churches  in  that  continent  to  find  out  what  steps  should  be  taken 
for  that  area.  Dr.  Ranson  expressed  his  own  hope  that  the  time  would  eventually  come 
when  the  I.M.C.  and  the  W.C.C.  would  jointly  sponsor  secretariats  in  Africa,  Latin 
America  and  the  Near  East.  He  spoke  warmly  of  the  gain  which  the  I.M.C.  had  felt  through 
its  co-operation  during  the  last  six  years  with  the  World  Council  of  Churches.  He  felt  the 
bodies  belonged  together  and  hoped  that  conviction  would  grow  in  both  circles. 

The  Central  Committee 

Agreed  :  to  approve  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  as  printed  on  pages  54-58  of 
the  Workbook  and  submit  it  for  consideration  by  the  General  Policy  Committee 
at  the  Assembly. 

18.  United  Bible  Societies 

Dr.  Visser ’t  Hooft  spoke  of  the  happy  relationship  which  had  existed  with  the  United 
Bible  Societies  and  of  the  service  which  Dr.  Chirgwin  had  rendered  by  his  work  in  Geneva. 
The  following  resolution  of  the  United  Bible  Societies  was  presented  : 
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The  Council  of  the  United  Bible  Societies  in  giving  consideration  to  the  studies  in 
the  use  of  the  Bible  in  world  evangelism  carried  through  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  A.  M.  Chirgwin 
as  Research  Secretary  of  the  U.B.S.  and  to  the  value  to  it  of  his  contacts  in  Geneva, 
has  been  led  to  see  the  need  of  further  studies  of  the  attitude  toward  the  Bible  on  the 
part  of  people  in  and  out  of  the  Church  under  various  current  conditions  and  studies 
of  the  use  of  the  Bible  in  the  churches  to  discover  the  conditions  and  practices  which 
are  effective  in  securing  full  advantage  of  the  Bible’s  great  resources  and  their  effective 
application.  The  range  of  the  enquiries  needed  seem  to  the  Council  to  be  more  extensive 
than  it  alone  can  properly  deal  with.  They  require  a  common  consideration  by  the 
leadership  both  of  the  churches  and  of  the  missionary  societies. 

The  Council  of  the  U.B.S.  therefore  suggests  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  the  International  Missionary  Council  the  formation  of  a  Joint  Committee  on  studies 
in  the  place,  relevance  and  use  of  the  Bible  in  the  present  world  situation,  both  in  and 
beyond  the  churches.  The  Council  suggests  such  a  Joint  Committee  be  composed  of 
four  representatives  of  each  of  the  three  bodies  and  be  responsible  for  the  planning 
and  supervision  of  such  studies  and  the  enlistment  of  the  organs  or  divisions  of  the  three 
bodies  in  carrying  them  on  and  in  promoting  the  resulting  recommendation. 

On  approval  of  such  a  plan  in  substance,  the  Council  authorises  the  appointment 
of  a  Secretary  (with  the  necessary  clerical  assistance)  to  serve  as  the  Secretary  of  such 
a  Joint  Committee  and  it  is  suggested  that  such  a  Secretary  be  recognised  as  a  staff 
member  of  the  U.B.S.  and  the  Division  of  Studies  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  the  International  Missionary  Council.  The  Council  refers  to  the  Standing  Com¬ 
mittee  further  action  in  the  development  of  this  proposal. 

Bishop  Berggrav  said  that  the  Bible  Societies  had  the  impression  that  sometimes  the 
churches  considered  that  the  distribution  of  the  Bible  went  on  automatically,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  United  Bible  Societies  hoped  to  strengthen  their  relationship  with  the  Inter¬ 
national  Missionary  Council  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches.  M.  Beguin  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  recommendation  of  the  United  Bible  Societies  for  a  joint  committee  and  said 
that  he  personally  felt  that  the  suggestion  of  the  Ad  Interim  Committee  of  the  International 
Missionary  Council  for  a  joint  committee  made  up  of  four  representatives  of  the  U.B.S. 
and  four  representatives  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  I.M.C.  and  the  W.C.C.  would  be 
satisfactory  to  the  U.B.S.  The  Central  Committee  gave  general  approval  to  these  plans. 


19.  Staffing  Committee 

Dr.  Fry  pointed  out  that  the  Executive  Committee  had  acted  on  the  appointment  of 
staff  beneath  the  level  of  Associate  General  Secretaries  and  that  the  Central  Committee 
meeting  after  the  Assembly  would  have  to  deal  with  the  appointment  of  the  General 
Secretary  and  Associate  General  Secretaries. 


20.  Ecumenical  History 

The  Central  Committee  noted  the  appearance  of  the  Ecumenical  History  and  expressed 
its  appreciation  to  those  responsible  for  its  appearance,  especially  to  Dr.  Keller,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  to  Miss  Ruth  Rouse  and  Bishop  Stephen  Neill  and  also  to 
the  International  Convention  of  Disciples  of  Christ  who  had  made  the  necessary  funds 
available. 

It  further  appointed  a  continuing  committee  to  deal  with  matters  concerning  the  Ecu¬ 
menical  History  and  consisting  of  the  following  :  Prof.  Courvoisier,  Cure  Gauthier,  Dr. 
Visser ’t  Hooft,  and  the  Associate  General  Secretary  of  the  Division  of  Studies  with  Dr. 
J.  R.  Nelson  acting  as  Secretary. 

21.  Ecumenical  Archives 

Dr.  Aubrey  asked  whether  documents  were  being  collected  of  Ecumenical  meetings. 
Dr.  Visser  ’t  Hooft  replied  that  while  unfortunately  some  documents  had  been  discarded, 
the  Ecumenical  Library  in  Geneva,  did,  in  fact,  contain  a  remarkable  collection  of  the 
documents  of  Ecumenical  meetings.  He  made  an  appeal  for  members  of  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  who  might  have  any  personal  documents  to  send  them  to  the  Geneva  library. 
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22.  Faith  and  Order  Constitution 

Archbishop  Brilioth  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  Commission 
on  Faith  and  Order  which  was  proposed  by  the  Faith  and  Order  Working  Committee. 
After  brief  discussion  and  amendment  the  Central  Committee  received  the  following  reso¬ 
lution  and  adopted  the  two  amendments  to  the  constitution  found  in  this  resolution  : 

1 .  The  Working  Committee  learned  with  gratification  the  acceptance  of  the  new  Faith 
and  Order  Constitution  by  the  Central  Committee  at  its  meeting  at  Lucknow  (see 
Lucknow  Minutes,  p.  47),  save  for  the  query  regarding  paragraph  35. 

2.  This  meeting  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Working  Committee  requests  the  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  at  its  meeting  prior  to  the  Evanston  Assembly  to  approve  the  following  alte¬ 
rations  in  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  Constitution  : 

(a)  to  delete  paragraph  35,  and  to  substitute:  “Any  amendment  to  this  Constitu¬ 
tion  shall  be  submitted  by  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  and  must  be 
approved  by  the  Assembly  or  the  Central  Committee  ; 

(b)  in  paragraph  4  (iii),  to  omit  ‘all’  before  Christian  Churches  throughout  the 
world  which  accept  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and  Saviour.” 

23.  Letter  from  the  High  Commissioner  for  Refugees 

Dr.  Mackie  asked  permission  to  read  a  letter  from  the  High  Commissioner  for  Refugees 
of  the  United  Nations.  The  Central  Committee 

Agreed  :  that  this  letter  should  be  released  to  the  press  and  distributed  at  the  Assembly. 

(for  extract  of  letter,  see  Appendix  E) 

24.  Conclusion 

Dr.  Boegner  said  that  this  Central  Committee  was  now  lying  on  its  death  bed.  He  felt 
it  his  duty  and  his  joy  to  offer  to  the  Chairman  the  gratitude  of  the  whole  Committee  for 
his  leadership  during  these  first  six  years.  He  spoke  of  the  personal  friendship  that  all  the 
members  felt  for  the  Chairman.  Dr.  Visser  ’t  Hooft  on  behalf  of  the  staff  said  that  the 
Bishop  of  Chichester  had  indeed  been  the  number  one  pioneer  of  the  World  Council.  He 
also  thanked  the  entire  membership  of  the  Committee  which  had  worked  so  loyally  during 
the  first  years  of  the  World  Council’s  life. 

The  Bishop  replied  and  expressed  his  own  gratitude  for  the  help  of  both  the  Vice- 
Chairman  Dr.  Fry  and  the  Presidents.  He  spoke  of  the  joy  which  he  had  had  in  working 
with  the  members  and  the  staff,  and  he  said  that  while  this  Committee  was  dying,  all  its 
members  would  look  with  hope  to  the  Assembly  in  confidence  that  it  would  be  a  glorious 
resurrection. 

The  Committee  then  rose  to  be  led  in  prayer  by  the  Chairman. 


25.  Adjournment 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  twelve  noon  on  Friday,  August  13. 
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Appendix  A 


Presiding  Officers  of  the  Assembly 

The  Presidents  of  the  World  Council : 

Bishop  Eivind  Berggrav 

Dr.  Marc  Boegner 

The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam 

The  Archbishop  of  Thyateira 

The  Chairman  of  the  Central  Committee  : 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Chichester 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Central  Committee  : 

Dr.  Franklin  Clark  Fry 

The  Chairman  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  : 

Archbishop  Yngve  Brilioth 

The  Chairman  of  the  Study  Department  Committee  : 

Dr.  Henry  P.  Van  Dusen 

The  Chairman  of  the  International  Missionary  Council : 

Dr.  John  A.  Mackay 

Bishop  C.  K.  Jacob 
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Business  Committee  of  the  Assembly 

Chairmen  :  The  Bishop  of  Chichester 
Dr.  Franklin  Clark  Fry 

Secretary  :  Dr.  R.  S.  Bilheimer 


Members  : 

Bishop  Eivind  Berggrav 
Dr.  Marc  Boegner 
Archbishop  Y.  Brilioth 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
Dr.  Leslie  Cooke 
Prof.  G.  Florovsky 
Sir  Kenneth  G.  Grubb 
Prof.  J.  L.  Hromadka 
Bishop  C.  K.  Jacob 
Dr.  Alphons  Koechlin 
Bishop  J.  Lilje 
President  John  A.  Mackay 
Metropolitan  Mar  Juhanon 


Bishop  William  C.  Martin 
Dr.  J.  Earl  Moreland 
Dr.  Martin  Niemoeller 
Bishop  Lesslie  Newbigin 
Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam 
Metropolitan  Panteleimon 
Mr.  Charles  Parlin 
Dr.  E.  A.  Payne 
Mrs.  Leslie  Swain 
Mr.  Charles  Taft 
Archbishop  of  Thyateira 
President  H.  P.  Van  Dusen 
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Appendix  C 


Group 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 


Officers  of  the  Main  Theme  Groups 


Chairmen 

Principal  R.  Chandran 
Dr.  Charles  Malik 
Prof.  W.  S.  Tindal 
Dr.  M.  Niemoeller 
Principal  A.  L.  H addon 
Dr.  Reuben  Nelson 
Dr.  Gerald  Cragg 
Dr.  Stewart  Herman 
The  Lord  Bishop  of  London 
Bishop  Hanns  Lilje 
The  Bishop  of  Bombay 
Prof.  H.  Alivisatos 
Dr.  Harold  Roberts 
Principal  John  Marsh 
Prof.  H.  d’Espine 


Secretary 

Dr.  H.  L.  Yochum 

Canon  S.  L.  Greenslade 

Dr.  F.  Sigg 

Canon  W.  W.  Judd 

Dr.  Joseph  Sittler 

Mr.  K.  Yohan-Masih 

Dr.  Allan  Watson 

The  Bishop  of  Johannesburg 

Dr.  John  E.  Skoglund 

Principal  H.  Cunliffe- Jones 

Dr.  H.  Gezork 

Dr.  J.  S ALMOND 

The  Bishop  of  Gibraltar 

Rev.  R.  Tobias 

Canon  H.  G.  G.  Herklots 
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Officers  of  the  Sections 

Section  I :  Faith  and  Order 


Chairman  : 
Vice-Chairmen  : 

Secretary  : 
Liaison  Officer  : 


Archbishop  Y.  Brilioth 
Canon  O.  S.  Tomkins 
Metropolitan  Mar  Juhanon 
Dr.  J.  R.  Nelson 
Dr.  Floyd  Tomkins 


Section  II :  Evangelism 


Chairman  :  Bishop  R.  C.  Raines 

Vice-Chairmen  :  Canon  T.  O.  Wedel 

Bishop  E.  G.  Gulin 
Secretary  :  Rev.  D.  T.  Niles 

Liaison  Officer  :  Dr.  R.  W.  Barstow 

Section  III :  Social  Questions 

Chairman  :  Dr.  C.  L.  Patijn 

Vice-Chairmen  :  Dr.  J.  C.  Bennett 

Dr.  Sobrepena 

Secretary  :  Rev.  Paul  Abrecht 

Liaison  Officer  :  Rev.  Charles  West 

Section  IV :  International  Affairs 

Chairman  :  Sir  Kenneth  Grubb 

Vice-Chairmen  :  Dr.  O.  Frederick  Nolde 

Prof.  H.  Alivisatos 
Secretary  :  Dr.  Richard  Fagley 

Liaison  Officer  :  Dr.  Walter  W.  Van  Kirk 


Section  V  :  Intergroup  Relations 

Chairman  :  Dr.  Roswell  P.  Barnes 

Vice-Chairman  :  Rev.  P.  K.  Dagadu 
Secretary  :  Dr.  Norman  Goodall 

Liaison  Officer  :  Dr.  J.  Oscar  Lee 
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Section  VI :  The  Laity 

Chairman  : 
Vice-Chairmen  : 

Secretary  : 
Liaison  officer  : 


Dr.  Kathleen  Bliss 

Mr.  R.  D.  Paul 

Dr.  Reinold  von  Thadden 

Dr.  H.  H.  Walz 

Dr.  Cameron  P.  Hall 


The  Sections  Co-ordinating  Group  consists  of  the  Chairman,  Secretary,  and  Liaison 
Officer  of  each  Section  : 

Chairman  :  Dr.  H.  P.  Van  Dusen 

Secretary  :  Dr.  Nils  Ehrenstrom 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  High  Commissioner  for  Refugees 

“It  seems  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  achievements  of  the  Christian  churches  in 
recent  times  that  they  have  started  increasingly  to  translate  their  faith  and  their  hope  into 
terms  of  practical  programmes  and  projects  in  fields  in  which  they  bear  responsibility.  I 
do  not  think  that  I  have  any  right  to  compare  but  I  would  be  surprised  if  there  were  any 
field  in  which  Christians  have  achieved  so  much  as  they  have  in  the  field  of  the  refugee 
problem.  During  my  travels  I  have  met  the  programmes  of  the  World  Council  and  of  the 
Lutheran  World  Federation  literally  everywhere  and  I  have  the  greatest  admiration  for 
those  men  and  women  who,  with  unflagging  courage  and  belief  in  what  they  are  doing, 
fight  day  by  day  for  the  solution  of  a  problem  which  is  still  with  us  and  unfortunately  will 
remain  with  us  for  many  years  to  come. 

“Over  the  borders  which  separate  freedom  from  oppression  refugees  come  every  day 
walking  into  the  unknown  with  a  poor  little  bundle  on  their  shoulder.  They  have  been 
led  to  believe  that  the  free  world  will  restore  their  basic  rights  and  their  human  dignity. 
They  come  to  us  with  confidence  and  hope  and  the  one  thing  which  Christians  cannot  afford 
to  do  would  be  to  let  them  down.  Fortunately  so  far  they  never  have,  but  it  is  human  nature 
to  get  tired  of  a  problem  as  the  years  go  by  and  it  is  therefore  indispensable  to  remind 
people  of  good  will  time  and  again  that  there  is  still  a  task  ahead  as  long  as  the  problem 
has  not  been  really  solved.” 
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